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Revd David Newton writes:  
We are, perhaps, beginning to see a bit more clearly what will 
emerge the other side of the pandemic. The move to the digital space 
– happening pretty fast already – has accelerated, and it is now clear 
it is not going to be turned back. Home working is here to stay; online 
meetings, conferences and so on have opened up new possibilities.  
In our church life, Zoom is likely to be a constant feature from here 
on. A Sunday Morning Zoom Gathering is here to stay. Some zoom 
meetings / seminars / gathering, especially those drawing people 
from different communities, have become a new normal. And in all 
this we are thinking about carbon footprint, inclusivity, and even (that 
dreaded idea) ‘time management’. 
At the same time, the desire for social and communal embodied 
interaction has gone nowhere. And the church has a role to play in re-
building the social fabric of our communities, in partnership with 
others. So bring on the picnics, the bring and shares, the fetes, and 
the coffee mornings.  
Many of us have also connected to the ‘earth’ in a more rooted way, 
even as we have also connected more digitally. And so out of that has 
sprung the Churchyard Project, and it is exciting that this has 
garnered energy from beyond the bounds of the usual church 
community too.  
Finally, whilst not overstating it, there has been renewed attention on 
those who have been marginalised in society. Having housed the 
homeless in hotels during the first lockdown, questions are now being 
asked about the possibility of ‘housing first’ policies (check it out 
online). Marcus Rashford raised the profile of ‘Holiday Hunger’. The 



BLM movement has thrown a spotlight on structural racism in our 
society. Councils mobilised to combat loneliness; communities rallied 
round. This will dissipate as we move out of crisis mentality, but there 
are signs that some shifts will have been made. And locally, we as a 
church can seek to partner with other organisations in seeking the 
common good of all; hence partnering with the GP surgery for ‘Time 
to Talk’ and looking at ways of continuing to collaborate with the 
Parish Council.  
This at least, is my read of some of what is emerging. There is 
newness, there is continuity, there is life to be grasped.  

Summer Hamper Scheme  

If you would like to help financially that would be great. You can give 
at: https://account.stewardship.org.uk/donation/oneoff/
stmaryschurchcomberton and reference the Summer Hampers. - or in 
an Envelope to David or John Crang (Cheques payable to 
Comberton PCC).  
Also, we are hoping to offer each family a home made cake each 
week. If you can help, Please get in touch with Pauline Grounds on 
thegroundsfamily@hotmail.com	

The Summer Hamper Scheme is 
running again to provide extra support 
through the holidays to families who 
might appreciate it. Steven and 
Pauline Grounds are co-ordinating 
this project in conjunction with 
Meridian Primary School.!

https://account.stewardship.org.uk/donation/oneoff/stmaryschurchcomberton
https://account.stewardship.org.uk/donation/oneoff/stmaryschurchcomberton
https://account.stewardship.org.uk/donation/oneoff/stmaryschurchcomberton
mailto:thegroundsfamily@hotmail.com


Time to Talk Update 
Time to Talk is the listening service set up by St Mary’s 

in partnership with our local Comberton and Eversden 

GP Practice. It is a free, confidential listening space for 

adults over the age of 18 years. Referrals are made via 

doctors at the surgery, the social prescriber or 

ministers of the local churches. 

The service is in its pilot phase at the moment and client numbers are 

currently (and not unexpectedly) low. We hope that in due course, the 

service will become an important part of the way we can support the 

GP practice and each other in the village, as well as the wider 

Lordsbridge Team community. 

We will give you further updates over the following months, but in the 

meantime, if you would like to know more about the service, please 

get in touch with: 

David Newton davidnewton@lordsbridge.org  

Clare Crang clarespace7@gmail.com  

Comings and Goings  
From Amy Bland  
Dear Friends at St Mary’s. As many of you know, I’ve been training 
for ordination at Ridley Hall for the last 2 years. Well, I’ve just moved 
house to Lancashire and on Sunday 4th July at 10.30am I will be 
ordained a deacon in Blackburn Cathedral.  
I am serving my curacy in a large village called Euxton (pronounced 
Exton), which is just outside Chorley. I’m not sure of all the things I’ll 
be doing, but I do know I will be helping to start and run a youth 
group, and doing quite a few baptism that were delayed.  



I am so grateful for all your kindness, support, love and prayers over 
the years I’ve been at St Mary’s.  
If you’d like to watch my ordination, it is being live streamed on the 
Blackburn Cathedral Youtube channel . I think it will also be available 
online to “catch up” at any time.  
As I start this new chapter of my life, I’d really appreciate your prayers 
that I’d settle in well and that God would equip and prepare me for 
everything ahead.  
If you are ever travelling up or down the M6, do drop in on me. I’m 
just off Junction 28.  
Lots of love,  
Amy	

From Chris Westgarth: Welcoming our Curate  
Chris lives in Comberton ( as you know!) and in a former life has 
been a charity worker and school inspector. She doesn’t run, camp, 
knit, bake cakes or flower arrange but she’s passionate about rural 
life and ministry. Chris works part time as the administrator for 
Papworth Team Ministry. Her faith is central to her being and she 
loves sharing it in relevant and down to earth ways. In her spare time 
she loves walking her 4 legged family member, Bertie – a gorgeous 
Golden Retriever. Together they love to go walking, foraging and 
taking photos.  
Chris loves gardening, rugby, Scottish music, whittling, biltong, 
koeksisters, haggis and a wee dram of whisky, but probably not all 
together!. She also enjoys driving her 1952 Morris Minor, who is 
affectionately named Duncan, and cycling.  
After ordination, Chris will serve her curacy at St Mary’s, Comberton. 
For the past year Chris has been on placement with the 5folds team 
an experience she has immensely enjoyed. After ordination, Chris will 
continue working and also studying at ERMC.  
Chris writes: ‘I would greatly appreciate your prayers as I return to  
St Mary’s and adjust to this new role alongside work and study,  



my prayer is that as we journey together, we will grow a deeper 
understanding of the greatness of God’s love as we reach out into the 
community’. 
Love and blessings 
Chris 	
Ed Note: ‘The Pastoral Scheme to unite the parishes of  
Long Stanton Saint Michael and All Saints, Over, Willingham, and 
Swavesey to create the  
new benefice of 5folds came into effect on 1 April 2021’  
– and is also linked with Northstowe. . 

From Janet Mills: 
Hello Everyone 
After almost 41 years in Barrons Way I have made the difficult 
decision to move North. One daughter is in Leeds and the other 7 
hours north of Leeds in North West Scotland. Solution is to return to 
Fife which is 3 and a half hours from both but with excellent train 
links. 
We spent 10 happy years in Fife as a young family and I still have 
several good friends there. The countryside (+Edinburgh) is fantastic 
so I'm very excited but also slightly scared!  
A big thank you for all your amazing love and support through many 
sad and happy times. I know I'll visit Comberton quite often but I also 
hope to see some of you in Scotland. Do keep in touch. 
With love, thanks and all good wishes, 
Janet 
From Adam Roebuck:  
"Adam, Ann and Arthur Roebuck have now left Comberton for 
pastures new. Adam was on placement with us at St Mary's, 
Comberton for the duration of the pandemic as part of his studies for 
ordination at Ridley Hall. As Adam's studies have now finished, the 
family have moved so Adam can take up his first posting at All Saints 
parish church in Ilkley in West Yorkshire. We wish Adam, Ann and 
Arthur all the best, and will be praying for him in advance of his 
ordination, which will be at Ripon Cathedral on Saturday 3rd July."	



5M - Five marks of mission 
These relate to a Series of Sunday Sermons in June and July 	
1. To proclaim the Good News of the Kingdom  
2. To teach, baptise and nurture new believers  
3. To respond to human need by loving service  
4. To transform unjust structures of society, to challenge violence of 

every kind and pursue peace and reconciliation  
5. To strive to safeguard the integrity of creation, and sustain and 

renew the life of the earth 
The five marks of mission have been developed by the Anglican 
Consultative Council since 1984. Since then, they have been widely 
adopted as an understanding of what contemporary mission is about.  
The marks were adopted by the General Synod of the Church of 
England in 1996 and many dioceses and other denominations used 
them as the basis of action plans and creative mission ideas. 	
Some churches abbreviate the five marks to five words:  
TELL – TEACH – TEND – TRANSFORM – TREASURE.  

(From CofE Website)	

SAVE	THE	CHILDREN:	MAHAMA	CAMP	in	KIGALI	
Building on our link with 
Kigali Diocese and Ely 
Diocese we are beginning a 
new relationship with Save 
the Children in Kigali. The 
sister of Charles Correa 
(who is part of the 
congregation here) works 
out there, and so we have 
an instant relational link….	

Save the Children does whatever it takes to protect children from 
harm. In Mahama Camp, Save the Children has provided child 



protection interventions and case management including family 
tracing and reunification for children at risk since 2015. As the 
voluntary repatriation of Burundian refugees continues, Save the 
Children has intensified its efforts and reunited 115 children in and 
outside the country. 
We would like to donate money to help with these efforts to create 
child friendly areas in the Camps where Children can go to play and 
talk to a trained adult. Currently these areas are not very children 
friendly and look a bit austere. Save the Children would like money to 
buy items that would make these areas more attractive. 
If we could donate around £500 Save the Children would look to buy 
new furniture, games, arts and crafts material, breast pumps etc… 
Given the small amounts we will send the money directly to Save the 
Children Mahama Camp. This way the money can be spent on the 
ground and all receipts and photo will be sent back to show how the 
money is being spent and show the impact that it is having. Maggie 
Korde (pictured bottom right, who is Charles’ Sister) will be receiving 
and distributing the money.  
It is brilliant to be able to have this direct connection with a project! 
Once we have raised the money for this one, we will start on 
another…  

� � � 	
all	Monies	will	go	through	Comberton	PCC.	

I wonder 
During the fifth ‘Mark of Mission’, David encouraged us to ‘wonder’, 
like his children had encouraged him to wonder about a worm, snails 
and caterpillar eggs.  



The sky. Have I only just noticed? – or is it that I have more time now 
that I am retired, or during lock down?  
I sit or walk, and wonder at the sky. I look at the small area that I can 
see above me, or the great expanse if I can get out a few hundred 
yards to a field, and every time I look at it, it is different – unique. 
Amazing shapes and colours of clouds, and movement, and change. 
Amazing! And then my maths brain starts thinking how much bigger 
His whole sky is than the little, or huge, bit that I can see! Then I 
‘wondered’ about how much my Father knows about me, my 
thoughts, my family, and the whole world – actually everything!  
So walking past a field of corn, I ‘wondered’ that He knows each ear, 
and each grain! I ‘wonder’ how many? Well a rough count was about 
100 ears in a square foot – probably more, and how big is this field? 
So there might well be over 100 million ears of corn in the field – and 
He knows each one! Wonderful! And in the UK there about 70 million 
people and He knows everything about everyone – and the rest of 
the world .	

Lordsbridge Pilgrimage Walk 2021 
On the 21 May, the Friday before Pentecost a small band of pilgrims 
set out to walk the 6th Lordsbridge Pilgrimage Walk around the 
eleven parish churches in the team. Led by John Harding, the walk’s 
originator, we set out from Coton. This year we were joined by Bishop 
Dagmar and her lurcher Tilda. 

 



The day started dry and became increasingly wet, but nonetheless 
there were a few who managed the whole route, including the Bishop 
and Tilda. It was, as always, a good time for talking and 
contemplation, of friendly greetings at our various waypoints including 
bells rung at Harlton and a picnic at Caldecote. The Bishop led a 
short service for us when we finally arrived weary and slightly 
bedraggled at Dry Drayton. There, we were given a small bag of 
prayer resources which included a poem written by Sue Wyatt from 
Dry Drayton. 
... and for those not so familiar with the geography, the full route 
started at Coton, then Barton, Haslingfield, Harlton (for bells and 
welcome refreshments), Little Eversden, Great Eversden, Kingston 
(in the Bourn group – but on the way), Caldecote – for lunch, Toft, 
Comberton, Hardwick and apparently finally arriving at Dry Drayton.  

Home groups 
Much going on in the three groups currently meeting on Zoom. More 
information and updates next time.  

Churchyard Conservation project.   
The story so far……… 
We are all increasingly aware of the dramatic fall in biodiversity 
across our globe and in our country and that question has become 
increasingly important for us who oversee the management of the 
churchyard. 
The PCC had previously approached Conservationist Mark Collins to 
ask him to conduct a survey of the churchyard to give his views on 
the current situation and potential opportunities for improvement. So 
the Wildlife Trust’s Conservation Awards endorsed by Bishop 
Stephen seemed to be a good driver to make changes that would 
benefit all users of the wonderful space that we have at St Mary’s. 
On 13th May, David, Michael, Teresa and Mel met with Diana Cook of 
the Wildlife Trust to discuss their Churchyard Conservation awards.  
https://www.wildlifebcn.org/advice-landowners/churchyards 



On 17th May the PCC agreed unanimously to pursue the Wildlife 
Trust’s award.  This would involve putting a management plan in 
place which divides the churchyard into sections and thinks carefully 
about a mowing regime, about planting, and about seeding 
wildflowers. We would of course ensure significant parts of the 
churchyard are still cut short to enable us to visit our loved one’s 
resting places.   
On 3rd June David, Michael, Teresa, Mel and Robert met with 
Cartographer Paul Hardy to walk through the churchyard using his 
map of the land (produced during lockdown) to consider how the area 
could be managed. Paul subsequently updated his map to reflect 
what might be possible.  The draft map can be viewed at https://
pghardy.net/comberton/map/index.html#highlight 
Following David’s piece in the May ‘Contact’, several people from the 
village have already expressed an interest in being involved and it is 
very much the intention of the steering group to involve people of all 
ages from across the community. 
Next step – On 11th July 2021 at 4pm, there will be a ‘walk and talk’.  
This is an opportunity for the community to meet with those currently 
involved to discuss any ideas, comments or concerns.   
The current steering group are: Mark Collins, Mel Collins, Robert 
Cooke, Michael Edwards, David Newton, Teresa Taylor. 
Teresa.  
Well done to the band of workers making an impact on Friday 25 
June as part of the work to achieve the new plan. Ed.  	

Contributions, Comments, ... 
Please send your comments, contributions or ideas to my email 
address or put through my or David's door. Next edition is likely to 
appear towards the end of August.  
John Simpson (Editor)	



Alternative formats  
4M is currently available electronically via the church website, or in 
print and large print. If you, or someone you know, would prefer to 
receive it in some other format, such as audio, please let John 
Simpson or the Vicar know.  
Church website: www.stmaryscomberton.org

http://www.stmaryscomberton.org

