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Welcome to the 53rd edition of Lordsbridge Life! 

 
Dear Friends, It’s been a lovely first couple of weeks here in 
Coton, post-ordination, as we (Sonia, Owen & me) begin 
settling in to our new home – even with scaffolding all 
around and our now extended family of various diocesan 
contractors!   We’re slowly putting faces to the many 
names on the welcoming cards we received. 
 
As you may now know, we moved the short distance from 
Fenstanton, where we have been a part of the village and 
worshipping community for just over 7 years. I’m a native 
of Liverpool, leaving there at 18 to join the army. Positions 
followed in the prison and police services, crematorium, 
fire, coroner’s office and social work. Blessings and chal-
lenges associated with these roles have been many and 
varied, and throughout Jesus has remained a constant and 
of course, faithful companion.  I began training for ordained ministry 3 years ago with the Eastern Region 
Ministry Course (ERMC) and was ordained in Ely Cathedral on 30 June at a truly wonderful and blessed 
service. I am married to Sonia, a Neonatal Sister based with the Acute Neonatal Transfer Service (ANTS) 
team at Addenbrookes and we have one son, Owen, whom we adopted as a baby and is now aged 10. 
Anyone considering adoption is welcome to talk to us. 

 

I enjoy keeping active – even more so with my new bike, although my topography was put to the test re-
cently when I spent almost an hour cycling from Coton to Hardwick via every route but the most di-
rect!  We enjoy visiting National Trust sites, churches and having the occasional meal out together.  I am 
very much looking forward to getting around the Lordsbridge parishes; encountering more of God’s awe-
some revelation through ministry, worship, friends and places.  I find most spiritual sustenance in the eu-
charist, which for me, is where heaven and earth meet, and is the most amazing and life-transforming 
legacy of Jesus – breaking bread together in remembrance of him.  In this act: 

 

‘We shall rest and we shall see.  We shall see and we shall know.  We shall know and we shall love.  We 
shall love and we shall praise.’  Amen.  (St Augustine of Hippo) 

 

Much love & blessings, Paul (Sonia & Owen)  

News from around the Lordsbridge 
Team Churches

 

In this issue: 
• Introducing Paul Garnell 

• Safeguarding with Da-

vid Newton 

• Summer Hampers 

• Caring for Creation 

• Anyone for Greenbelt? 

• What’s on in the 

Lordsbridge Team? 

“O give thanks to the Lord, for he is gracious,  
   for his steadfast love endures for ever.” 

A big welcome back to Team 
Rector Alison who has returned 

from her study leave. Thank you to 
all who have held her in prayer 

while she’s been away.  



August 

 

Summer Pop-Up Café 

 

Friday 9th August 

3.00-5.00 pm 

Bring your friends and 

drop in to the Pavilion 

for afternoon tea. 

Cucumber sandwiches, 

meringues and more! 

Buy a cake or a sandwich too! 

 

Jazz Concert 

 

You are warmly invited to a fami-

ly picnic concert in aid of the 

new Community Church Hall with 

Cambridge 251 - 'accessible, fun 

and engaging jazz'. In the rectory 

garden, St Mary's Church, Hard-

wick on Sunday, August 11th at 

4.00pm. Please bring a rug/chairs 

plus a picnic and drinks. 

Tickets £10, family ticket £25 from 

Sue Cornwell 01954 210063 or 

Anne Jones 01954 211417 

 
 
September Onwards 

 
A World to Come – A Contem-

porary art installation  

 

13th July - 1 October 2019. All 

Saints + St Andrew, Kingston, 

Cambridgeshire. Open daily 

10:00-18:00. Opening event 12 

July 18:30-20:30. Artist talk at 

19:15. Open to all. Refresh-

ments will be served 
 

Sacred Space 

 

The final Sacred Space evening 

of this year will take place at 

Dry Drayton Church on Sunday 

29th September at 7.30 

pm.  The theme for this service 

will be 'Encountering Others', 

looking at meeting God 

through other people. 
 

 

What’s on this  

Summer? 

http://harltonvillage.org.uk/church


Caring for Creation 

Richard Gilbert 

Recently I’ve been meeting with folk in my village who are interested in the environmental and climate-related 
challenges that we are currently facing. It’s been good to meet others, learn more, share stories and ideas and 
encourage each other in our local context.  

If you’d like to meet and share experiences, thoughts or discuss issues relating to the environment as people of 
faith, I’m planning to take a walk at the Coton Countryside Reserve on Thursday 8th August at 10.30am. Do 
join me for a walk followed perhaps by a coffee or cuppa at Coton Orchard. If you’re interested to meet up but 
can’t come for the walk – do still get in touch – and we can see if it might become something that is helpful and 
that might meet regularly. 

Gather at the Reserve car park on Granchester Road, post code CB23 7PZ. More details at: 

https://www.cambridgeppf.org/coton-countryside-reserve-visitor 

Also, I’m going to a series of talks in Cambridge in September, held by St Paul’s Hills Road and co-hosted by the 
Amos Trust and A Rocha. If you’re interest do come along, or perhaps you’re already planning to go. For more 
info see: https://www.amostrust.org/diary/climate-justice-summit-cambridge/ 

Rich and Becca Gilbert are heading back to Greenbelt over the bank holiday 
weekend. if you’d like to join them. Tickets are still available - or perhaps think 
about a day ticket if you haven’t been before? More details found here:  

https://www.greenbelt.org.uk 

or contact Becca to know more: rebeccagilbert@lordsbridge.org 

Safeguarding: A few words from Rev. David Newton 

I have been tasked with overseeing and leading on safeguarding across the 
team, not taking responsibility away from PCCs and the Parish Safeguarding 
Officers, but here to offer help where needed.  

Here, I wanted to say briefly about the role everybody plays as seek to pro-
mote a safer church. Safeguarding is usually see as being about DBS checks, a 
bit of other paperwork, and not much else. But at its heart, safeguarding is all 
about looking out for one another. And that means that promoting a safer 
church is everyone’s job.  

More than ‘safer recruitment’ – DBS checks, references and confidential declarations – safeguarding is about 
looking out for the welfare of children and vulnerable adults by being on guard for any signs of abuse.  

For example, someone who has carers at home might arrive at church with a bruise on their face. We don’t want 
to prejudge, but we might want to ask them how they got it. Or maybe we have tea with a friend from church, 
and they say something which just makes us worry about whether their son is taking advantage financially; again 
ask a question if you feel able to.  

Abuse will be happening in our villages, it is sad to say. It can take many forms, but if you are worried speak to 
the Parish Safeguarding Officer, Lead Minister or myself. Again, safeguarding is not just about DBS checks and the 
like, it is about looking out for one another in love.  

The final Sacred Space evening of this year will take place at Dry Drayton 
Church on Sunday 29th September at 7.30 pm.  The theme for this service will 
be 'Encountering Others', looking at meeting God through other people. 

Sacred Space is an opportunity to spend time quietly reflecting on God.  The 
evening starts with a short introduction before giving people the opportunity 
to reflect in silence and pray with guidance offered by various prayer sta-
tions.  Those who would prefer to do some form of craft can make use of the 
draft table and its materials.  People come back together for a short closing 
prayer and are then free to leave, ask for one-to-one prayer or stay and enjoy 
refreshments and conversation with other people. 

SACRED SPACE 

https://www.cambridgeppf.org/coton-countryside-reserve-visitor
https://www.amostrust.org/diary/climate-justice-summit-cambridge/
https://www.greenbelt.org.uk
mailto:rebeccagilbert@lordsbrdige.org


The Summer Hampers Scheme 

We are running the Summer Hampers Scheme in 

Comberton again this year in collaboration with the 

Merdian Primary School. And, we are launching the 

scheme in Caldecote in partnership with the primary 

school there.  

The project offers weekly food hampers to families 

who have children on free school meals to help 

them through the financially more onerous summer 

holidays.  

Letters and flyers have already gone – through the school – to the appropriate families (unknown to us) 

and if they want to take up the scheme then they return the flyer to school who pass it back to us.  

Each week during the holidays a big online delivery will arrive, and be repackaged into hampers with cus-

tom made recipe cards and then delivered to the families. The scheme worked really well in Comberton 

last year, and we’re excited about launching it in Caldecote too. 

Financing has come from the local charitable trusts (Herringland and Sitwell’s), the Parish Council and 

Church donations.  

If you think you might like to run the scheme in your parish in 2020 do get in touch. 

Rev David Newton 

Every year, WCCYM takes a group to Soul Survivor. This year the group will be going to Week B 
which runs from 17th to 22nd August. For those who would like to join the group, please contact 
Teresa Taylor.  

2019 is also Soul Survivor’s final summer, with the team calling time on 27 years of running na-
tional youth events. Please be praying for the WCCYM team and the Core Lordsbridge Team as 
they work together to ensure plans come together of other events to attend in 2020 that will best 
serve the young people of the area including those within the Lordsbridge Team.  

Thirst, is WCCYM’s monthly 
youth service and is held on the 
second Sunday each month at 
Comberton Baptist Church from 
6 – 8.30pm with a meal provid-
ed. The next one is on Sunday 
8th Sept, young people school 
yrs 7 to 13 welcome. 


