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A letter from Alison, the Team Rector 
 

This comes with my prayers for a joyful Easter celebration and to let you know that I will be taking a study break for 
the 3 months of May, June and July.   Clergy are encouraged to take study leave , sometimes called a sabbatical, 
once they have been ordained for 10 years and this summer is 12 years since I was ordained a  

deacon.  This is based on the Biblical principle of ‘sabbath’, that is, building in periods of restoration and investment 
alongside the more outwardly productive times in life.  One day in seven is, of course, the basic pattern, and this 
extends that idea.   

 

In order to take study leave, we have to apply to the Bishop and agree with him a plan of study and spiritual  

refreshment.  During these three months, I will be taking two week-long retreats with the Northumbria Community 
(www.northumbriacommunity.org) and attending a European conference in Germany as a guest of the Nordkirche 
on ‘The Rural Church in Europe’.  I will be reading, reflecting and (hopefully) writing about the task of re-imagining 
the mission and ministry of village-based multi-church groups such as the Lordsbridge Team, building on my MA 
work of a few years ago.  I will also be spending time with my extended family and doing a few other things I rarely 
get to do, such as going to the Chelsea Flower Show! 

 

In my absence, the shared leadership style of the core team and of the local ministry teams I lead comes into its 
own.  Revd Charles Fraser will be Acting Team Rector.  A wise and capable pair of hands, Charles brings the  
experience of his working life as Head of Divinity at the Leys, and of being the longest standing incumbent in the 
Lordsbridge Team (other than me).  As well as his roles as lead minister for Safeguarding and the relaunch of the 
Lordsbridge School of Theology, Revd David Newton will be coordinating the summer issues of Lordsbridge Life 
and offering particular support to the ministry teams of Hardwick and Dry Drayton.  Revd Becca Gilbert, who  
currently takes the lead on weddings and developing the Team Chapter, will also be managing the induction of our 
new curate, Paul Garnell in July, and standing in for me on the West Cambridge Churches Youth Ministries  
executive committee.  Robbie Thomson will continue to develop the Resource Hub, working closely with Charles, 
and will pick up some additional team-wide communications tasks over the summer. 

 

I have every faith in those with whom I share leadership and I am grateful to those who will be picking extra tasks 
up over the summer.  It will be strange to step aside from things with which I have been involved week by week for 
many years, but it’ll be August before we know it! 

 

In the meantime may God, by whose glory Christ was raised from the dead, strengthen you to walk with him in his 
risen life. 

 

 

 

 

Revd Canon Alison Myers 

News from around the Lordsbridge 
Team Churches

 
In this issue: 
• Alpha 

• Phoebe: A story  
by Paula Gooder 

• Lordsbridge School of 
Theology Returns… 

• Celebrating our Team  
Administrator 

• The Resource Hub over 
the summer 

• Life Matters– 2019 

• Thy Kingdom come & 
Lordsbridge Pilgrimage 
walk 

. 

True and humble king, 

hailed by the crowd as Messiah: 

grant us the faith to know you and love you, 

that we may be found beside you 

on the way of the cross, 

which is the path of glory. 

Amen. 

 

http://www.northumbriacommunity.org


 
Maundy Thursday in the team, 

18 April 
Hardwick, 7.30pm  

Simple service  
with hand-washing, communion 
and stripping the church. With 

Revd Alison Myers 
 

Great Eversden, 7.30 pm,  
A Service of Holy Communion, 
with Revd Charles Fraser and 

Revd Rebecca Gilbert 
 

Comberton, Passover meal at 
Comberton Village Hall, with 
Comberton Baptist Church 

 
Good Friday in the team,  

19 April 
Hardwick, 10am – 1pm in 

church. ‘The Passion of Christ’ 
based on seven paintings by the 
Ethiopian artist Nebiyu Assefa.  

 Exhibition style  
with prayer material and artwork. 

Come and go within that time. 
 

Dry Drayton, 2-3pm,  
A service of readings  

and reflection for Good Friday, 
with Revd Alison Myers 

 
Barton, 10 am,  

A Service of Readings,  
with Revd Dr Alexandra Clarke  

 
Comberton, 9.30 am,  

Meditations,  
with Revd David Newton 

 
Childerley,  2 pm, Meditations, 

with Revd David Newton 
 

Toft, 11 am, Children’s Good 
Friday Trail, at St Andrew’s with 

Revd David Newton and Sue 
Nelms 

2 pm, Meditations  
at Toft Methodist Church,  
with Revd Alison Walker 

 
Walk of Witness, 1.30 pm,  
from Barton to Eversdens,  
with Revd Rebecca Gilbert  
and Revd Charles Fraser  

 
Silent Saturday in the team,  

20 April 
Team churches open for quiet 

prayer and reflection. 

What’s on 

Phoebe: a story by Paula Gooder 
 
By her own admission, Paula Gooder is not a 
novelist and therein, along with her New  
Testament scholarship, lies this book’s appeal. 
 
Phoebe is based on a couple of verses 
(Romans 16:1-2) where Paul commends her to 
fellow Christians in Rome. From this speck of 
information Paula Gooder uses her knowledge 
of First Century Christianity to paint a picture of 
what, in her imagination, might have lead up to 
Phoebe joining the early church, her  
experiences and the people she met as Paul’s 
envoy. 
 
Moving into fiction from a theological  
background, Paula Gooder lays herself open to 
various accusations such as having a simplistic 
writing style and transferring modern-day  
sensibilities onto historical events.  
The question is however, whether this matters. What she does in writing this 
book, is to give the reader permission to engage with their own imagination and 
as a result brings what can be a relatively dry Biblical narrative closer to an  
exciting and personal ‘here and now’ experience. Thank you Paula Gooder! 
 
Paula Gooder is currently Canon Chancellor of St Paul’s Cathedral. 
 
This review was written after Phoebe was the subject of the latest Lordsbridge 
Book Club. Thanks are due to the group who met and helped formulate the 
above perspective. 
 
If anyone would like to read Phoebe, it is available on Kindle or hard copy. If you 
would like to borrow a copy, please ask Howard Bigg (see below).  
 
Our next Book Club is in May, when we will be discussing Hanging by a thread 
by Sam Wells. If you would like to join us, please contact Howard 
(hcbigg40@gmail.com) for further details. 
 
Clare Crang February 2019 



The Resource Hub over the summer 
It has been good to get Robbie Thomson on board to develop and manage our 
operations and administrative support for ministers.  With his lead we have  
already increased our capacity to do simple in-house printing, are developing a 
small amount of storage for shared equipment and are piloting offering IT 
coaching to solve specific problems.  Robbie has also begun looking at  
specialist church software to see what is available and what it can do to help 
us.  This is all with the ultimate aim of better supporting and equipping our  
ministers so that they can focus more time on the front-lines of ministry and, 
more particularly, of mission. 
 
However, with the departure from Easter of the Team Administrator we will 
have a gap in this team.  Before we recruit someone new, we will look at 
whether the role needs re-shaping but this will take a little time and means that, 
in the short term, we will be stretched administratively.  Some central admin 
tasks will therefore stop over the summer, and we will have to move more slow-
ly on some of the  
development work above.   
 
In the meantime, we will make sure that the essentials are provided for.  For 
instance, Becca will be coordinating the administration required for weddings, 
more of which will be done by members of the core team this summer than has 
been the case for some years, and Robbie will continue the weekly e-newsfeed 
to church wardens and those who create parish newsletters or put up posters, 
and will respond to emails received by the teamadmin@lordsbridge.org mailing 
address.  Please send notices, information and posters for distribution via the 
newsfeed to this email. 

Celebrating our Team Administrator 
She has been an administrator in the Team since March 2011 in the very early 
days of the Team’s existence.  Her role has grown from working first with  
Alison, then adding Mike (and subsequently David), then Becca to those she 
supports, becoming fully the Team Administrator in 2014.  Along the way, she 
developed legal and practical expertise in weddings, taking the lead on behalf 
of all the Team’s parishes and incumbents.  Her view of much of what goes on 
across the Team enabled her to add communication tasks to her portfolio.  
Over the last few months, she has been working with Robbie as he gets up to 
speed with the new Resource Hub. 
 
However, from Easter, she is leaving this role behind in order to be free to 
spend more time travelling between her UK and overseas families.  We are 
enormously grateful for all she has done and will miss her in this role.  
 
We are planning a proper thank you and ‘leaving do’ in September. 

Lordsbridge School of Theology Returns...  
An opportunity to delve deeper into faith. The sessions will be designed to be accessible to all.... no prior knowledge 
required. If you're planning on coming it would be helpful for David to know - davidnewton@lordsbridge.org. 

 

Art Exhibition at St Mary’s 
Great Eversden-  

Exploring Faith in Paint & Stich, 
by Kate Green.  

Sat 4th May- 10 am – 9pm;  
Sun 5th May- 12.30-5pm;  
Mon 6th May- 10 am-5pm.  

Organ playing for all!  
With Robin Walker & Friends.  

At All Saints’ Church Haslingfield, 
Saturday 18th May,  
10.30 am – 12.30.  

Enjoy a story, find out about  
Haslingfield’s historic organ, hear 
it demonstrated, try it for yourself! 

For all ages.  
Refreshments available.  
Contact 01223 872190  

or hopkins@drawstop.plus.com  

Thirst,  
our area-wide youth service,  

Sunday 12th May  
at Comberton Baptist Church.   

6 – 8.30pm, starting with a meal.  
If you need a lift or would like the 
join the group going then contact 

Alison or Teresa Taylor  
(Lordsbridge Youth minister) 

youth@lordsbridge.org  
or just turn up at the venue. Free  

Selah,  
Monthly hour-long Sessions of 
Gently Flowing Postures with 
Christian Inspired Meditation. 

 
Caldecote- Sun 5th May  
in Caldecote Village Hall  

at 7.30pm or  
Comberton– Sat 25 May  

in Comberton Village Hall at 9am 

mailto:teamadmin@lordsbridge.org
mailto:davidnewton@lordsbridge.org
mailto:youth@lordsbridge.org


 
 

“Pippin’s” is open on  4 May, 1 June & 6 July 
10 to midday in the community room at the  

Hardwick Primary school.  
Coffee, cakes and company.   
Perhaps we’ll see you there.  

Church websites: 
Caldecote: www.caldecotechurch.org.uk  
Harlton: http://harltonvillage.org.uk/church 
Comberton: http://www.stmaryscomberton.org/ 
Hardwick: http://stmaryshardwick.org.uk/ 
Coton: http://stpeterscoton.org.uk/ 
Barton: www.bartonstpeters.org.uk  
Haslingfield: www.allsaintschurchhaslingfield.org 

If you would like a news item included in 
the next edition  (June/July) please email 
information by 15th May.  
Email:  teamadmin@lordsbridge.org  

 
Thy Kingdom Come 30th May - 9th June 2019 
www.thykingdomcome.global . During Thy Kingdom Come this year, we see the 
return of the Lordsbridge Prayer Pilgrimage. More details closer the date  
 
The Lordsbridge Pilgrimage Walk  
 
As part of Thy Kingdom Come the “official” Lordsbridge Pilgrimage Walk (see link 
below) will take place this year on Friday 7 June, starting  
promptly at 7.30 at Coton church and finishing around 17.30 at Dry Drayton church. 

The 19 mile (30 km) walk will be led as before by the originator, John Harding and we will stop at all 11 Parish 
churches in the Lordsbridge team along the way. While our aim is to arrive at our destination and not to walk particu-
larly fast, a reasonable amount of fitness is needed. 
 
If you would like to join us, there will be leaflets in all the churches nearer the time that show the route.  
An approximate timetable will also be available if you would like to join us for part of the walk. It is always greatly  
encouraging to meet up with others or to be cheered along the way.  
 
While this is the “official” walk, those who are at work or with children might find a different day, time or section of the 
route easier. There are lots of lovely footpaths between the villages. Particularly recommended for younger people or 
those who prefer a more gentle amble on the “official route” is the stretch between Caldecote, Toft and Comberton. 
 
More details will be a available nearer the time, but do put the date in your diaries if you would like to join us. If you 
want to know more, to let us know you will be joining us, or for any updates, please contact: 
 
Clare Crang: clare@crang.org.uk or John Harding: johnharding44@gmail.com 
 
Link to Lordsbridge Pilgrimage Walk : https://osmaps.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/route/974075/Lordsbridge-Pilgrimage 

Team Annual Review 
The Team (benefice) AGM took place at the 
end of February.  The reports of Team-wide 
activities and finance reviewing 2018 have 
been made into an A5 booklet which is now 
available in churches and via PCCs and  
incumbents.  
Please ask if you would like to see one 

LIFE MATTERS 2019 
A SERIES OF TALKS AT ST PETER’S CHURCH, BARTON 

 
Monday 13th May 7.00 pm 
Professor John Shepherd CBE, FRS 
Member, Science Policy Advisory Group, Royal Society 
Climate Change – What’s happening, Why and What 
WE can do about it 
 
Tuesday 21st May 7.00 pm 
Kitty Ferguson, Author 
Stephen Hawking – Local Hero, International Icon 
 
Monday 3rd June 7.00 pm 
The Rt Revd Stephen Conway, Bishop of Ely 
Not so far away - Human Trafficking and the Clewer 
Initiative 
 
Monday 10th June 7.00 pm 
Andy West, BBC Investigative Journalist 
Just say it, Homelessness 
 
Monday 17th June 7.00 pm 
Dr Rowan Williams PC, FBA, FRSL 
Master of Magdalene College 
Issues of Mental Health 
 
Thursday 27th June 7.00 pm 
Dr Anna Jones, Science Leader of the British Antarctic 
Survey’s Atmosphere, Ice, and Climate Team 
Climate Change 
 
 

£10 per talk to be paid on the night. 
Wine/coffee/tea, savouries and cakes included. 

To book a place at a talk, please contact: 
Ruth Bond - ruth.bond52@gmail.com / 01223 262985 or 
Margaret Winterbourne - mwinterbourne@btinternet.com  

 01223 262353. 

http://harltonvillage.org.uk/church
http://www.thykingdomcome.global

