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Talking 
‘It’s good to talk,’ so the saying goes.  
There have been questions about creating more flexible space at the back 
of church for a number of years – going back well before I arrived – and I 
am glad that we are now talking openly about this possibility, hearing the 
concerns, questions, hopes and dreams of many people.  

Of course, it is not really enough to say that it is good to talk. The character 
of that talking matters enormously. For me the end of result of this 
consultation (about creating space and removing three rows of pews from 
the west of church) matters less than the process and the way in which we 
conduct ourselves as we talk and listen to one another in love.  

To disagree with one another is part of any healthy church, but the way we 
go about talking and listening witnesses to our maturity (or not) in Christ. 
For this reason, I give thanks to God for the manner in which our talking 
has so far taken place. I have received lots of considered responses to the 
proposal, that ask good and probing questions, and that graciously – and 
tentatively - speak up for one course of action or another. The Open 
Meeting in October also exemplified how it is possible to talk, listen and 
really hear differing perspectives and thoughts. Such ‘talking’ went far 
beyond being ‘for’ or ‘against’ a particular proposal, and helped us all think 
more deeply and wisely. A huge thank you to everyone who contributed 
and did so with such mutual love and respect.  

(To allow myself a cheap shot here: the political 
classes might have something to learn from us)! 
This consultation is no tick box exercise. It is a 
genuine communal exploration of the best and possible routes forward. And 
at its best it will have strengthened us as we learn to live with one another 
in love. If it manages that, we will truly be able to say, ‘it’s good to talk.’ 

In Christ, David 



 

For a little more practical detail: the PCC will meet again in November to 
consider the next steps, which may include further consultation and 
considering amended or different proposals that have come out of the 
consultation so far. No decision will be made until 2020.  

Much Love 

David 

 
Carol Service Singing Group 
Practices for the St Mary's Carol Service will start in November. We will be 
singing some choir‑only carols for the Carol Service, in addition to the 
congregational carols (with harmonies and descants). Anyone who enjoys 
singing is welcome to come and join us. 
 
The first two practices will be at 56 Barrons Way: 
 
- Thursday 7 November, 7.30pm until 9.15pm 
- Tuesday 19 November, 7.30pm until 9.15pm. 
 
Then there will be four practices in St Mary's Church: 
 
- Tuesday 3 December, 7.30pm until 9.15pm 
- Sunday 8 December, starting at about 10.50am (i.e. after the 9.30 
service) 
- Sunday 15 December, starting at about 10.50am (i.e. after the 9.30 
service) 
- Tuesday 17 December, 7.30pm until 9.15pm. 
 
The Carol Service will be on Sunday 22 December at 6.30pm. 

 



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Book Review ~ Have a Little Faith by Mitch Albom 

I first discovered Mitch Albom at Washington Airport, 
when looking for a book to read on the plane.  In this 
case it was his novel ‘The Five People You Meet in 
Heaven’ which I instantly adored and recommend 
wholeheartedly.  That led to me reading his non-
fiction work ‘Tuesdays with Morrie’, a moving account 
of the time he spent visiting one of his professors 
who was dying with ALS (one of the Motor Neuron 
diseases). 
I have recently re-discovered Mitch Albom’s writing.  
‘Have a Little Faith’ is about a remarkable eight year 
relationship between Mitch and his 82 year old Rabbi from childhood.  
Aware of his book ‘Tuesdays with Morrie’, the Rabbi asks lapsed believer 
Albom to deliver his eulogy upon his death. 

Without giving too much away, the book is not just the story of the 
relationship between writer and Rabbi, but also the account of a voyage of 
discovery which challenges Albom to re-consider what he himself believes 
in the light of his encounters not only with the Rabbi, but with other 
characters who enter his life. Albom’s writing has a lightness of touch that is 
uplifting and challenging.  On the face of it a book about death should be 
sombre but this one isn’t.  It is the story of Albom’s journey back to faith and 
I found moments that jumped out and challenged me.  Albom writes in short 
chapters which fairly hustle along so it is not a long or a hard read but it did 
touch my emotions and made me want more. ~ Sue Nelms 

A service of reflection for those  
who have lost a loved one 

	 Sunday 3rd November  5.30pm at St Mary’s 



 

 



 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

West of Cambridge Joint Service 
The 2019 West of Cambridge Joint Service brings churches together from 
both across the area and also the denominations and will take place 
between 10.30 and 11.45 am on Sunday 24th November at Comberton 
Leisure Centre.  This year’s theme is “Firm Foundations – in uncertain and 
volatile times, what is really important?”  The service will be led by Barbara 
Preece from the Lordsbridge Team and our speaker will be Phil Knox from 
the Evangelical Alliance.  Comberton Leisure has ample onsite car parking 
and access suitable for all, including toilets.  Hymns and songs are both 
projected on the screen and available in print (including large type) for 
those who prefer it.  The first 20-25 minutes will be all-age and then primary 
school age children will leave for their activities led by John Hardwick and a 
team from GenR8 with a crèche for younger children.  Doors open at 10 am 
and please arrive in good time if you are registering children for their 
activities.  Refreshments will be available after the service. 

West of Cambridge Joint Service – Refreshments 
The Lordsbridge Team is responsible for providing refreshments after the 
joint service at Comberton Leisure on Sunday 24th November.  If you would 
like to be part of the team, please speak to Sue Nelms. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
	
² We pray for our PCC and everyone involved in leading our worship 

times 
² We pray for people known to us who are hurting…physically, mentally 

and spiritually… 
² May the fruit of your spirit grow in our lives 
² As we remember, the cost of war and the loss of life, we continue to 

pray for our armed forces as they serve in dangerous locations – may 
they know Your provision, strength and sustaining peace, Lest we 
forget! 

² Lord many people are carrying hurts…sometimes too painful to share.. 
will you be close to the broken hearted… . Will You wrap your arms 
around those in need….will You pour out Your comfort and peace 

² As we approach the season of Advent…may we learn to watch, to 
wait, to hope…to stand on tip toe with anticipation, excitement and 
appreciation 

² Give thanks for The Friends of St Mary’s…pray that more people from 
the village will support this work 

² God of all creation, we pray for a world where extreme poverty, 
inequality and environmental exploitation are no more. 

² Let your peace flow like a river, soothing, bathing, refreshing, 
renewing, and healing. 

² Open our eyes Lord… that we may see your hand at work, that our 
faith may be enlarged 

St Mary’s is open during the week for prayer or a moment of quiet. 

 
 

The chancel is available after the service for quiet prayer and contemplation 

God is our refuge and our 
strength a very present help 

in trouble  

– Psalm 46 



 
 
 

 

 
 
 
Morning Prayer is said every Tuesday at 9.30am  
Homegroups meet Wednesday 13th Nov, Thursday 14th Nov, 
Wednesday 27th Nov and Thursday 28th Nov. 
 
Saturday  2nd November 
9.00am ~ Selah in the Village Hall  
 
Sunday 3rd November 
9.30am   ~ All Saints Holy Communion 
5.30pm ~ All Souls Service 
 
Sunday 10th November ~ Remembrance  
8am   ~ Holy Communion (BCP) 
10.45am  ~ Remembrance Sunday  (NOTE LATER TIME) 
 
Sunday 17th November  
9.30am   ~ Holy Communion 
 
Fri 22nd, Sat 23rd and Sunday 24th November 
10.00am  - 4pm ~ Art and Craft Exhibition and Sale 
 
Sunday 24th November   
8.30am  ~ Holy Communion (BCP) at ST Andrew’s Toft 
10.30am   ~ West of Cambridge Joint Service at Comberton Leisure 
 
Thursday 28th  November  
2.30pm   ~ Oasis Tea in the Village Hall 
 
Saturday 30 November  
10.30 – Noon ~ Christmas Coffee Morning in the Village Hall 

 
www.stmaryscomberton.org 

 
Please send through contributions for the Dec/Jan edition of 4m  

to Chris Westgarth, by 18th Nov thank you. 
Email: chris.westgarth1@btinternet.com 


