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A Year of Discipleship 

At Epiphany, I spoke about the Magi’s visit to the manger – and our own 
visits to Bethlehem – are only the start of our pilgrimage of faith. We ‘see’ in 
this babe God with us, and then spend our lives exploring what that might 
mean.  

That exploration, that pilgrimage, does not happen automatically. And too 
often we simply sit down on the side of the road, not really going anywhere 
on our journey of faith. We might reach a particular point along the road and 
stop learning, stop questioning, stop discovering new things of God’s 
goodness and love.  

So this year, I would love us all – no matter where we are on our pilgrimage 
– to give a bit more attention to our faith journey; to delve deeper into the 
mystery of faith.  You could call this journey ‘discipleship’. For the word 
disciple simply means ‘learner’. We all have things to learn, to discover and 
explore… and I encourage us to ‘keep walking’, to keep moving onward in 
the adventure with Christ. 

When Jesus was walking around the Judean countryside there were many 
rabbis, all of whom had their disciples. They would follow their rabbi 
everywhere and learn from him how to live a godly life according to the Law. 
Jesus called his motley and downright unfit crew of disciples to walk in the 
dust of his shoes, to learn from him, to follow him on the road. And so he 
calls us to do the same.   

To help us on our journey a number of things will be available to plug into to. 

1. Home Groups. A well-established part of our church life - these 
provide a rich environment for exploration, questions and discovery. 

2. Recommended Reads. Each month there will be 3 book 
recommendations (from various folk) to help us on our journey. 

3. #Everyday Faith. 21 days of daily reflections in the run up to Lent, that 
will run alongside a 3 week sermon series on ‘Holy Habits’ for 
sustaining us on the way.  

 



 

4. Bible Notes / Bible in the Year. Helpful notes and reading plans will 
be suggested to help us all dig into the scriptures. 

5. Summer Sermon Series. After Pentecost we’ll run a sermon series 
that will help us explore the ‘big story’ of the scriptures 

6. Lordsbridge School of Theology. 5 sessions in the summer months. 
An opportunity to explore in more depth some big theological questions.  

I hope these things encourage you to keep walking, to keep moving, 
wherever you are on the pilgrimage.  

With much love 

David 

Other charities helped by our giving… 
Donations to the Nearly New stall at the fete that did not sell were taken to  
The Arthur Rank Hospice Charity shop and so far have raised over £108, 
thank you Sue Lewis for sorting and delivering the items. 

Worship Singing Group  - Thursday 13th February  
There will be a singing group at 56 Barrons Way on 
Thursday 13th February at 7.30pm, to start singing at 
7.45pm and to finish at about 9.20pm. We will be singing 
some of the hymns and songs that will be used on 
Sundays over the next month or two, particularly the new 
and less familiar ones. Light refreshments are available. 
We usually have a short reflection at the beginning and an opportunity for 
prayer. New people are always welcome. 
 
PCC meeting update 
The PCC met on 13th January…Draft minutes are 
now pinned up in church rather than waiting 2 
months for the approved minutes to be published. In 
brief we discussed a wide variety of items, including 
Reaching out to others (Men’s Breakfasts, cream 
teas and a Community Book Exchange), 
Beautiful burial grounds, new Team Administrator 
(Gemma Markettos), Discipleship, Stewarding the Natural World, Church 
away day, Children and communion, Finances, Churchyard regulations, New 
date for APCM ~ 3rd May, New gates at the top of the causeway, Risk 
assessments and Safe guarding. The meeting closed at 10.00 pm with 
prayer. Margaret and Michael were thanked for their hospitality. 
Date of next meeting:  
Monday 9 March at 7.45 for 8.00 pm at 80 West Street 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The beginning of February marks two special days in the Christian 
calendar. 
St Brigid’s Day ~ 1st February  
It is thought Brigid was born sometime between 452 and 456 AD in 
Faughart, a few miles from Dundalk in Co. Louth. She was known for her 
generosity, perseverance and faith and was despised by her father. A pagan 
chieftain from the neighbourhood of Kildare was dying. Christians in his 
household sent for Brigid to talk to him about Christ. When she arrived, the 
chieftain was raving. As it was impossible to instruct this delirious man, 
hopes for his conversion seemed doubtful. Brigid sat down at 
his bedside and began consoling him. As was customary, the 
dirt floor was strewn with rushes both for warmth and 
cleanliness. Brigid stooped down and started to weave them 
into a cross, fastening the points together. The sick man 
asked what she was doing. She began to explain the cross, 
and as she talked, his delirium quieted and he questioned her 
with growing interest. Through her weaving, he converted and was baptized 
at the point of death. Since then, the cross of rushes has existed in Ireland.   
These words appear on a beautiful piece of artwork by Mary Fleeson 
~www.lindisfarne-scriptorium.co.uk 

This home is yours my God, let there be light 
May it be comfortable and filled with love 

This home is yours my God, let there be joy 
May it be blessed and filled with laughter 

This home is yours my God, let there be hope 
May it be safe and filled with Peace 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Candlemas ~ 2nd February 
If we count 40 days after the celebration of Christmas you 
reach February 2. Early on, the Church marked that day 
with a special feast and it is the final “baby Jesus” day in 
the liturgical calendar before the celebration of Lent. 
The feast has many different names, the Feast of the 
Presentation of the Lord, the Feast of the Purification of the 
Virgin Mary and, more familiarly, Candlemas. We read in 
the gospel of Luke, how the Mary, Joseph and Jesus 
encountered an old man named Simeon and he said  

‘Now, Master, you may let your servant go in peace, according to your word, 
for my eyes have seen your salvation, which you prepared in sight of all the 
peoples, a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and glory for your people 
Israel. (Luke 2:29-32). The Church developed a custom of lighting and 
blessing candles on this day. Historically the priest would bless all the 
candles used during services for the entire year. The congregation also 
received candles and the words of Simeon were repeated in song.  



 

 
Sacred Space 
Sacred Space aims to allow people the opportunity to step out of their busy 
lives and reflect on their personal journeys with God. 
Our Sacred Space evenings this year will take place on Sunday 23rd 
February, Sunday 21 June and Sunday 18 October all hosted at Dry Drayton 
Church.  We are also planning a Quiet Morning to coincide with the 
Archbishop of Canterbury’s ‘Thy Kingdom Come’ initiative and will share 
more information about the Quiet Morning nearer the time. 
Our theme this year is ‘Messages from the Music of our Culture’ and we 
have chosen three pieces of music to reflect on.  Our first session on 23rd 
February will use U2’s song ‘I still haven’t found what I’m looking for’ to direct 
our reflections.  In June we will use Coldplay’s song ‘Fix You’ and in October 
Will Young’s song ‘Joy’. 
 
A typical Sunday evening session lasts about an hour. It begins at 7.30pm 
with a short guided act of worship with a couple of contemporary worship 
songs, a reading and some responsive prayers focussing on the chosen 
theme.  This normally takes 10 to 15 minutes, after which people are free to 
spend about 30 minutes in quiet prayer and reflection as they wish.  We 
normally have 3 or 4 prayer stations to inspire people's thoughts if required 
but there are also chairs in the chancel for people simply to come before 
God in silence.  For those who like to express themselves creatively there is 
a craft table and sometimes we have a slide presentation made up of images 
that might inspire people to look at something differently. At the end we 
come back together for a closing prayer before sharing hospitality over 
coffee, tea and biscuits.  Individual prayer is available for those who would 
like it.  
 
If you have any questions or are interested in joining the team that puts 
together Sacred Space then please talk to Sue Nelms or Teresa Taylor.  We 
welcome fresh suggestions for themes and prayer stations as well as help 
with behind-the-scenes involvement. 
 
The Sacred Space Team: Paul Garnell, Alison Myers, Rick and Sue Nelms, 
Nicky Redsell and Teresa Taylor.  
 

 

 

 



Sacred  
Space 
Contemporary Worship  
in word and song,  
prayer stations,  
time to reflect and pray 
together and be prayed 
for, refreshments and 
hospitality.   
Exploring a different way to encounter God. 

 

23 February at 7.30pm hosted at Dry Drayton Church 

‘Messages from the Music of our Culture’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I still haven’t found what I’m looking for (U2) 

 
	 



 

 

 

 

Love is patient; love is kind. Love 
isn’t envious, doesn’t boast,  

brag, or strut about.  
There’s no arrogance in love;  

it’s never rude, crude, or indecent 
—it’s not self-absorbed.  

Love isn’t easily upset. Love doesn’t 
tally wrongs  or celebrate injustice; 

but truth—yes, truth—is love’s 
delight!  Love puts up with 

anything and everything that comes along; it trusts, hopes, and 
endures no matter what. Love will never become obsolete… 

                                                                           1 Corinthians 13 – The Voice translation 

 



 

	
  
 
! As we travel on…may our eyes we fixed on Jesus, may we realise afresh 

the power of what Jesus did for us through the cross 
 

! May we seek to share your good news to our friends, neighbours, people 
we meet 
 

! For the emerging signs of spring and the beauty of your creation, thanks 
be to God 

 
! We thank you that you are a faithful God, you care for us beyond our 

comprehension, help us to give our worries and cares to you  
 
! Lord, as we approach Lent, may we draw closer to you, may we be 

generous with our time, our hospitality and our finances… 

 
! Pray for couples planning to get married at St Mary’s 

! Lord, you have said we are salt and light…as we look to reach out more 
into the community, may we be ready to give an answer for the hope that 
we have, may we not shy away from our calling to be salt and light 
 

! We pray for the Middle East…Lord, let peace and justice flow 
 
! We pray for our country in this uncertain journey 
 
! For our Queen and Royal family, may they know your guidance, your 

protection, your strength and your peace 
 

! We pray for our armed forces… may they know your protection and your 
strength and your support as they risk their lives for our freedom 

 

 

 

St Mary’s is open during the week for prayer or a moment of quiet. 
The north door is on an automatic opening system  
 

The chancel is available after the service for quiet prayer and contemplation 



 
 
 
 
 
 
Sunday 2nd February   
9.30am ~ Holy Communion 
 
 
 

Sunday 9th February 
8.00am ~ Holy Communion (BCP) 
9.30am ~Holy Communion 
 
 
 
 
 

Thursday 13th February 
7.30pm ~ Worship Singing Group 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday 16th February 
9.30am ~ Morning Worship 
 
 
 
 

Saturday 22 February 
9.00am ~ Selah (in the village hall) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday 23rd February 
8.00am ~ Holy Communion (BCP) 
9.30am ~ Holy Communion 
7.30pm ~ Sacred Space at Dry Drayton Church 
 
 
 

Ash Wednesday – 26th February 
7.30pm ~Holy Communion with ashing 
 
 

Thursday 27th February 
2.30pm ~ Oasis teas (in the Village Hall)  
 
 
 
 
 

Saturday 29th February 
7.30pm ~ Vox Cantab Friends of St Mary’s Concert 
 
Morning Prayer is said every Tuesday at 9.30am  

 
 

 
 
Home groups meet on Wednesday and Thursday evening 
and Thursday morning. 

5/6 February, 19/20 February… 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
www.stmaryscomberton.org 

 
 

Please send through contributions for the February edition of 4m  
to Chris Westgarth, by 18th February, thank you. 

Email: chris.westgarth1@btinternet.com 


