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Beginning 

Dear friends,  

I have a bit of a love/hate relationship with January. Christmas is over, the 
lights come down, and the darkness is still very much here. People also 
assume it’s a quieter month after Christmas for me, but if anything the 
opposite is true: all those jobs you pushed to the near year and piled up and 
planning for Easter and the summer starts with a vengeance. And yet, there 
is something wonderful exciting about January. A new beginning; a glimpse 
of what might be; a hope of things to come…  

And so it is that, certainly this January, I feel quite excited! Priorities can be 
looked at, plans set in place. Looking back at the Development Action Plan it 
is amazing to see how much of it has happened. Particularly things around 
the Diocesan priorities of ‘Nurturing a Confident People of God’ and 
‘Developing Health Churches’ – Two new Home Groups have begun, the 
changes from the Sunday Service audit have all been implemented, and 
we’ve increased wider participation in all sorts of ministries.  

These things could be described as part of the more ‘inward’ life of the 
church. These are absolutely crucial as we seek to live as disciples of Christ 
in our everyday life and as we seek to draw people into the worshipping life 
of the church. But my hope and prayer are that this year time and energy 
can focus more on those bits of the Development Action Plan which could be 
called ‘outward’ – named by the diocese as ‘Serving the Community’ – which 
there has been less time for this year.  

This includes building on the wonderful Summer Hampers project; launching 
Selah (which will have started by the time you read this); continuing the great 
work of Oasis Teas; starting a Pastoral Ministry Team; thinking about 
partnering with other organisations to help combat social isolation; 
continuing to build our connections with mission happening elsewhere; and 
developing our children’s ministry following both our very successful 
Christmas Craft Morning and the ministry on Sunday Mornings. The start of 
the new year is no real new beginning, but it is an exciting moment to pause 
and hope for what might be…. Every blessing, David. 

 



 

Worship Singing Group  - Thursday 28 February 
  
There will be a singing practice at 56 Barrons Way on Thursday 28 February 
at 7.30pm, to start singing at 7.45pm and to finish at about 9.20pm. We will 
be singing some of the hymns and songs that will be used on Sundays over 
the next month or two, particularly the new and less 
familiar ones. Light refreshments are available. We 
usually have a short reflection at the beginning and an 
opportunity for prayer. New people are always welcome. 
 
 

A Christmas letter from the Filipe Family. 

Dear friends, we hope this letter finds you all in good health and good spirits. 
We are all well and continue to live in Newcastle, which now feels even more 
like home! Daniel has just begun his A-levels in history, English literature, 
and art and design. Laura has started her Masters in biology at the 
University of Durham, and dedicates a lot of her time carrying out 
experiments in the lab, and also time singing with her band. Carolina 
completed an MA in education (part-time) in September, also at Durham, 
and is in her third year of teaching, currently a year three class. She is living 
at home again this year but often travels to see her boyfriend Anthony in 
London where he is studying for a PhD. Maria is also enjoying working as a 
TA in a local primary school. John continues to work at Newcastle University, 
where are you he is involved in various projects and in some travelling. Our 
cat, ginger is entering her old-age but is still energetic and in good health. 
This autumn, the fruit trees that we planted in our garden have given us the 
first crop of apples pears and prunes and Maria has been transforming 
several of the flowerbeds to grow a variety of vegetables. We wish you all a 
very joyful Christmas with your friends and family as well as a very happy 
New Year full of peace and blessings with our love,  
John, Maria, Carolina, Laura and Daniel. 
 

Poppy Appeal – Update. 
Thank you to everyone who donated to The Poppy Appeal either via the 
door-to-door collections or at St Mary’s. The box at church raised £84.30 and 
village total was £2338.31 

 

 



 

A sonnet for Candlemas (2nd February) by Malcolm Guite  

 
They came, as called, according to the Law. 

Though they were poor and had to keep things simple, 
They moved in grace, in quietness, in awe, 

For God was coming with them to His temple. 
Amidst the outer court’s commercial bustle 

They’d waited hours, enduring shouts and shoves, 
Buyers and sellers, sensing one more hustle, 
Had made a killing on the two young doves. 

They come at last with us to Candlemas 
And keep the day the prophecies came true 
We glimpse with them, amidst our busyness, 

The peace that Simeon and Anna knew. 
For Candlemas still keeps His kindled light, 
Against the dark our Saviour’s face is bright. 

From Sounding The Seasons published by Canterbury Press. Used with the poet’s 
permission 

 

 
 



 
Photography 
Please be aware that publishing photos of church events - especially on any 
kind of online format - is subject to certain guidelines, especially if being 
done in the name of the church.  
 
If informal roaming photos are to be taken, a written notice should be put, 
which includes information about who to speak to if you are unhappy about 
being photographed. If photographs are being taken of individuals or small 
groups then written consent is needed before publication.  
With many thanks for your cooperation.  
 
IMPORTANT Can you help? 
We have some dates for the diary…some important ways of reaching out to 
the community…but we need helpers…we need you!  

• Easter Coffee Morning ~13th April  
• Spring Fayre ~ 8th June 
• Church Open day ~ 15th June 
• Church Fete ~ 26th August 
• Harvest Supper ~ 12th October 
• Christmas Coffee Morning ~ 30th November 

Please if you are able to offer some help, it would be 
very much appreciated – Please speak to Margaret Edwards. 

A visit from The Ettrick’s 
On Sunday 10th February, Tim and Shireen will be at St Mary’s They will 
update us on their work in Leicester. They offer a ‘Welcome Box’ to asylum 
seekers who have recently arrived in Leicester. This is a decorated show 
box that is full of small gifts. They also offer to help practically with finding 
places (the GP, English classes), helping with school applications. A real 
example of Christian ministry at work. 

And we can help also, by bringing one or two gift items to St Mary's Church 
on Sunday February 10th when they will be giving us an insight into their 
work. 

The gift items that are most needed are: Tea, Instant Coffee, chocolates 
(small boxes or chocolate bars),  tea-towels, scarves, gloves, woolly hats, 
deodorant, soap, notebooks,  and small (in size)  toys or colouring books  for 
children. All items, please, should be new and within the use-by date. If there 
are many donated of one item it is no problem, as over the course of a year 
the Ettrick’s will use all that you bring. It is a great way to show love to the 
'stranger and foreigner' (Deuteronomy 10:19) 

 



 

A book review ~ The Tattooist of Auschwitz 
When I was given this book for Christmas… I 
thought to myself…that’s going to be a difficult 
read… Never judge a book by its cover or 
title…Yes, it was difficult but also strangely 
uplifting. This is a tale of love and survival, and 
the real story behind one of the most potent 
symbols of the Holocaust – the blue numbers 
tattooed on prisoners' arms. The Tattooist of 
Auschwitz is based on the true story of Lale and 
Gita Sokolov, two Slovakian Jews. Lale was 
given the job of tattooing the prisoners marked for survival – literally 
scratching numbers into his fellow Jews' arms in indelible ink. Lale risked 
everything to help fellow prisoners... There have been many books about the 
Holocaust – and no doubt there will be many more. What makes this book so 
special is Lale Sokolov's astonishing zest for life. He was determined to 
survive – not only to survive, but to leave Auschwitz with his integrity and 
dignity intact, to live his life to the full. This story will make you cry, but you 
will also find it uplifting. It shows the very best of humanity in the very worst 
of circumstances. Like many survivors, Lale and Gita told few people their 
story after the war. They eventually made their way to Australia, where they 
raised a son and had a successful life. But when Gita died, Lale felt he could 
no longer carry the burden of their past alone. He chose to tell their story. 

 

The Church remembers the life and work of George Herbert on 27th 
February.  
He was born in 1593 into the aristocratic Pembroke family; George Herbert 
went up to Cambridge in 1614, eventually becoming a fellow of Trinity 
College. At the age of twenty-five, he became Public Orator in the University 
and then a Member of Parliament, apparently destined for a life at court. To 
everyone’s surprise, he decided to be ordained and, after spending a time 
with his friend Nicholas Ferrar at Little Gidding, he was made deacon in 
1626. He married in 1629, was priested in 1630 and given the care of souls 
of the parish of Bemerton, near Salisbury, where he spent the rest of his 
short life. He wrote prolifically, his hymns still being popular throughout the 
English-speaking world. His paper, The Country Parson, on the priestly life, 
and his poetry, especially The Temple, earned Herbert a leading place in 
English literature. He died on 1 March 1633 and was buried in his church at 
Bemerton two days later. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lordsbridge book group, 27th February 2019, venue tba. We have chosen 
Phoebe: A Story, by Paula Gooder. It's a beautifully written fictional account 
of Paul's life and work from the standpoint of one of his female missionary 
associates. For further information please contact Howard Bigg on 01954 
211673 on hcbigg40@gmail.com. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

You are invited to join us at the 
 

Lordsbridge  
Team AGM 

 

Tuesday 26 February 2019 at 
7.30pm in Harlton Village Hall 

 

Open to everyone.  Come and find out 
more about the Team’s activities, share 

your views or ask questions.   

 
 



 

 
 
	 	
! As the days get longer and the night times shorter… may we seek you 

afresh… may we feel the rhythm of your heartbeat 
 

! We pray for people who are persecuted because of their faith… we ask 
that where there is ill treatment and imprisonment… your hope and light 
will shine through 
 

! Sovereign Lord, you are in control …Please help us to put our trust in 
you…We ask that you will you be close to those who need a touch from 
you… as they undergo therapy or treatment. For those grieving or feeling 
the sense of loss is too great… draw near and walk alongside…carrying 
us when we are too weak… 

 
! Lord of creation, we thank you for the beautiful sunrises and sunsets; we 

thank you for the brightness of the stars and the moon. Please show us 
how we can care for our world 

 
! We pray for Matt and Jacqui Watts (former curate) as they relocate to a 

new parish on the west coast of the South Island of New Zealand after 9 
years in Christchurch 

 
! We pray for the nation of Zimbabwe… that peace and justice will reign 

and that violence and corruption will cease 
 

! We pray for our country and the government… may we do nothing out of 
selfish gain but always look to the needs of others 
 

! Lord, as we look to reach out more into the community, may we be ready 
to give an answer for the hope that we have, may we be salt and light 

 
! Let us glimpse your hand at work, that our faith may be enlarged 
 

St Mary’s is now open during the week for prayer or a moment of quiet. 
The north door is on an automatic opening system and the church 
should be open between 9-4 
 
 

The chancel is available after the service for quiet prayer and contemplation 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Homegroups meet on Wednesday/Thursday 6/7th, 20/21st February 
 
Sunday 3rd February  
9.30am ~ Holy Communion - Candlemas 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday 10th February  
8.00am ~ Holy Communion (BCP) 
9.30am ~Morning Worship 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday 17th February  
9.30am ~ Holy Communion 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thursday 21st February 
2.30pm ~ Oasis Tea in the Village Hall 
 
 
 
 

Saturday 23rd February 
9.00am ~ Selah in the Village Hall 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday 24th February 
8.00am ~ Holy Communion (BCP) 
9.30am ~Holy Communion 
 
Thursday 28th February 
7.30pm ~ Worship Singing Group 
 
Morning Prayer is said every Tuesday at 9.30am  
 

  
  
  
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

 
 
 

www.stmaryscomberton.org 
 
 

Please send through contributions for the March edition of 4m  
to Chris Westgarth, by 18th February thank you. 

Email: chris.westgarth1@btinternet.com 


