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Dear friends,  

Doing 

‘Oh right, a vicar. So, like, what do you do, you know, when it’s not a 
Sunday?’ This is a question that friends of mine have often asked me. I also 
realise it might be a question many within the church want to ask, but never 
quite feel able. So, let me begin this month (I hope not self-indulgently) by 
saying a little of what I ‘do’, before sharing a little of what the PCC has been 
doing. 

My work can be broken down into various parts. First, leading and preparing 
for services. Second, study: as many of you know I am undertaking a part 
time PhD and try to take Monday each week for this. Third, pastoral work of 
all kinds and including baptisms, weddings and funerals. Fourth, community 
engagement and outreach - primarily but not exclusively schools work and 
‘fresh expressions’ (like Oasis, or Bread Church in Toft). 

To that is added discipleship: overseeing Home Groups and facilitating the 
deepening of faith. Then there is leadership, management and governance; 
a large catch all for overseeing ministry teams and PCCs as well as being 
involved in fabric, finance, and safeguarding. And finally, there is 
involvement in wider work and support (from which I both give and receive) 
including the Lordsbridge Team and the Diocese; for example, I have just 
recently joined the Vocations Team helping people as they explore 
ordination or Licensed Lay Ministry. 

There is no separate ‘admin’ part listed because desk time only feeds into 
those things. Each of those aspects requires time at my desk and time out 
and about with people. It is the joy of the job that it is full of variation and 
often surprise. 

That’s a tiny insight into what I ‘do’ day to day. But I also wanted to give a 
sense of what the PCC do. They meet 6 times a year and are tasked with 
‘working with incumbent to promote the mission of the church.’ Under that 
broad remit they work with me in making major decisions and setting the 
direction of the church, and they also oversee (as charitable trustees) the 
finance, fabric and safeguarding of the church. 



 

These are the ordinary ‘doings’ of a vicar and the PCC, not some strange 
mystery, but ordinary things to serve the church and God’s Kingdom. I hope 
it brings some light into an area often unknown and hidden. 

With Love 

David 

Worship Singing Group  - Thursday 16th January 
 
There will be a singing group at 56 Barrons Way on 
Thursday 16th January  at 7.30pm, to start singing at 
7.45pm and to finish at about 9.20pm. We will be singing 
some of the hymns and songs that will be used on 
Sundays over the next month or two, particularly the new 
and less familiar ones. Light refreshments are available. 
We usually have a short reflection at the beginning and an opportunity for 
prayer. New people are always welcome. 
 
November PCC Meeting 
We	continued	to	look	at	our	priorities.	These	are	
- To be a caring community 
- To encourage spiritual hunger 
- To connect with and steward the natural world 
- To support charitable work further afield 
- To encourage younger generations to engage with the church 
• In particular, we focused on the priority around the natural world. One 

person is going to begin looking at how we become an Eco Church 
through a charity called A Rocha, and others are going to start 
exploring the long term possibilities for alternatives to oil for our 
heating. Thinking about being a caring community and encouraging 
spiritual hunger, we considered the possibility of a community book 
swap and of recommending Christian books to encourage us in our 
faith. 

• We looked at our current financial position and were encouraged to see 
we should break even this year. We approved a 2020 budget. The 
budget is £62K and creates an ambitious goal for fundraising and 
giving. 

• We spoke at length about the ongoing consultation regarding creating 
flexible space at the back of church by removing some pews. We 
expressed our appreciation for the thoughtful comments and questions 
offered by many in the congregation, as well as the willingness shown 
to constructively compromise and engage in the process.  
 



 
The great number of helpful comments have made it clear to us that we 
need some more thinking time, to clarify and focus the needs of the 
church, and that we need to continue to look at a range of options. 
Please be assured that we will then come back to the wider 
congregation and other stakeholders for further consultation. We 
touched on various other items as is our duty including health and 
safety, fabric and safeguarding. Please note that the “clock” for the 
automatic door is stuck on British Summer Time and so currently is 
opening church up at 6.30pm and closing it at 3pm! 

 
The Art of Advent ~ Dr Jane Williams 

This is a wonderful and beautiful book for Advent. 
Jane Williams reflects on a painting each day between 
Advent and Epiphany, some very well known, others 
probably new to many of us.  

I actually got this book for Lent this year…( don’t worry 
I’m not confused!) and although I read it then, I 
confess it read it quickly… So I am using it more 
slowly and prayerfully through Advent itself… each 
day looking at the picture chosen and reflecting on what it tells us about 
God. 

The book, I think, has potential to engage all ages in the season of Advent. 
The book covers all the advent themes of the last things, the four advent 
characters (patriarchs, prophets, John the Baptist, Mary), the seven advent 
cries, and then after Christmas, into paintings of Paul, Simeon and Anna, 
baptism, the Cana wedding and more. 

Alongside each painting and Jane’s helpful and challenging reflections on it, 
are questions to consider.      Chris Westgarth 

A word of thanks  – St Mary’s is a community of people that freely 
give of their time and money. Thank you for the contribution you make to the 
life of the church...and here are some of the many ways... (by all means not 
all)... Cleaning, welcoming, praying, visiting, flower arranging, music, bell 
ringing, chalice serving, service sheets and 4m, printing, microphones, 
baptism and birthday cards, crèche, children’s and school work, village 
welcome packs, coffees, homegroup leading, social events, fundraising, 
church maintenance, finance, PCC, sermons, transport, setting the heating, 
making sure we don’t run out of oil, communications, admin, rotas but most 
of all being part of a team... THANK YOU! 
 
 



 

 

 



 

 

Peace is… 
• gazing at the stars with the knowledge that we know their Creator 
• closing our eyes in sleep without fear of tomorrow 
• the stillness in our heart when trouble swirls around us 
• a quiet mind in a raging world 



 

 

	
! We pray for people who are persecuted because of their faith… we ask 

that where there is ill treatment and imprisonment… your hope and light 
will shine through 
 

! As we approach Christmas, may we use this season to draw nearer to 
you… to wait on you and reflect on the many marvellous things you have 
done for us… even though we don’t deserve it  
 

! Give thanks for the work of Tim and Shireen, our twinned church in India 
and our links with Kigali diocese 
 

! For the beauty of your creation, thanks be to God 
 
! We pray for those known to us who are struggling with life, ill health and 

financial worries…We ask that you will draw near… you will wrap your 
strong arms of support and love around, that when we are weak, you will 
lift us up 

 
! Lord, grant us simplicity of faith and a generosity of service 

! We pray for the Middle East…Lord, let peace and justice flow 
 

! We pray for our armed forces… may they know your protection and your 
strength and your support as they risk their lives for our freedom 
 

! Lord, you have said we are salt and light…as we look to reach out more 
into the community, may we be ready to give an answer for the hope that 
we have, may we not shy away from our calling to be salt and light 

 

 
A Celtic prayer 

You are the light, the truth, the way, You are my Saviour this very day. 

 

 

 

The chancel is available after the service for quiet prayer and contemplation 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The covenant prayer 
– often used in churches at the beginning of a new year… 

Lord God, Holy Father, since you have called us through Christ to share in 
this gracious covenant, we take upon ourselves with joy the yoke of 
obedience and, for love of you, engage ourselves to seek and do your 
perfect will. 

We are no longer our own but yours. I am no longer my own but yours. Put 
me to what you will, rank me with whom you will; put me to doing, put me to 
suffering; let me be employed for you or laid aside for you, exalted for you or 
brought low for you; let me be full, let me be empty, let me have all things, let 
me have nothing; I freely and wholeheartedly yield all things to your pleasure 
and disposal. And now, glorious and blessed God, Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit, you are mine and I am yours. 

So be it. And the covenant now made on earth, let it be ratified in heaven. 
Amen. 

St Mary’s is open during the week for prayer or a moment of quiet. 
The north door is on an automatic opening system  
 
 
 
 
Sunday 1st December   
9.30am ~ Holy Communion 
3.30pm ~ Christingle 
 
 
 

Sunday 8th December 
8.00am ~ Holy Communion (BCP) 
9.30am ~Holy Communion 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday 15th December 
9.30am ~ Blue Christmas, a service of healing and wholeness 
 
 
 
 

Sunday 22nd December 
8.00am ~ Holy Communion (BCP) 
6.30pm ~ Carols at Christmas  
 
 
 

Christmas Eve 
3.30pm ~ Nativity Service 
11.30pm ~ Midnight Mass 
 
 

Christmas Day  
9.30am ~ Christmas Communion 
 
 
 

Sunday 29th December (No services at St Mary’s) 
8.30am ~ Holy Communion (BCP) at St Andrew’s Toft 
10.30am ~ Lordsbridge Holy Communion at Little Eversden 



 
Diary Dates for January 2020 

Sunday 5th January 
9.30am ~ Holy Communion 
 
 

Sunday 12th January 
8.00am ~ Holy Communion (BCP) 
9.30am ~ Holy Communion  
Thursday 16th January  
7.30pm ~ Worship Singing Group 
 
 

Sunday 19th January  
9.30am ~ Service for Christian Unity 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thursday 23rd January  
2.30pm ~ Oasis Tea in the Village Hall 
 
 
 

Saturday 25th January 
9.00am ~ Selah in the village hall 
 
 
 
 

Sunday 26th January 
8.00am ~ Holy Communion (BCP) 
9.30am ~ Morning Worship  
 
Morning Prayer is said every Tuesday at 9.30am (except 31st December) 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

www.stmaryscomberton.org 
 
 

Please send through contributions for the February edition of 4m  
to Chris Westgarth, by 18th January, thank you. 

Email: chris.westgarth1@btinternet.com 


