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Prioritising 

Dear Friends,  

Permit me to continue on from where I left off last month, which was with 
‘pausing’ and with the upcoming PCC Away Morning which would provide 
some time for the PCC to consider aspirations and priorities. 

We had a wonderful morning together over in Caxton. The main session was 
taken up with a SOAR analysis, which looks at Strengths, Opportunities, 
Aspirations and Resources. It was wonderful to be able to celebrate the 
strengths of our community together – the people, the building and 
graveyard space and the work of the Friends, the special events and 
outreach initiatives.  

At the end of our discussion 5 priorities seemed to emerge around the 
following areas: 

- To be a caring community  

- To encourage spiritual hunger  

- To connect with and steward the natural world 

- To support charitable work further afield 

- To encourage younger generations to engage with the church 

Within these broad areas various things we already do fit nicely. And more 
ideas arose during the course of the morning. In many ways the harder work 
starts now; working out what exactly to focus on and in what order as well. 
But what was so wonderful was how united the PCC felt, as the Spirit 
seemed to guide our conversation to coalesce around these themes. Various 
specific ideas were mooted that tie into these priorities  

Like the Development Action Plan from early in 2018, these priorities will 
hope to give us focus and direction for the next season ahead. Not 
everything we do will come under them, but it hopefully helps us think more 
clearly about where to put our energy. Any questions, just ask.  

With every blessing, David 



 

Worship Singing Group  -  29th August and probably 26th September 
  
There will be a singing group at 56 Barrons Way on 29th 
August at 7.30pm, to start singing at 7.45pm and to finish 
at about 9.20pm. We will be singing some of the hymns 
and songs that will be used on Sundays over the next 
month or two, particularly the new and less familiar ones. 
Light refreshments are available. We usually have a short 
reflection at the beginning and an opportunity for prayer. New people are 
always welcome. The September meeting is probably going to be 26th 
September… 
 
 
 
 
IMPORTANT Can you help? 
Church Fete ~ 26th August - look out for the sign up 
form… Can you help putting up Gazebos on Sunday 
afternoon and taking them down on Monday? 
 
Could you bake a cake? Donate some veg from your 
allotment or garden? Help in any way…Please speak to 
Margaret and Michael Edwards or Chris Westgarth. 
This event doesn’t happen by itself and needs the team to work together… 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You can help this charity by collecting your used postage stamps… 
Just leave a section of the envelope around the stamps… 
And pass them on to Val James, many thanks.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

100 YEARS 

We will remember 

Join with us as we celebrate 100 years of the installation of the church organ  
as the village war memorial. 

4th August 2019 at 4pm, St Mary’s Church 
A short service of rededication  

followed by ‘tea’ and activities as they did 100 years ago! 



 

 

Monday 26th August  
(Bank Holiday Monday) 

2.00pm- 4.30pm,  
in and around the church… 

Cakes, Produce, Bric-a-Brac, toys,  
children’s games, books, plants, 

Tombola, Raffle, Nearly new clothes and of 
course, teas  

and much, much more… 

FÊTE 

CHURCH   
2019 

Comberton, St Mary’s 

Donations for the stalls  may be left at 16 Kentings (Tel 262748) or at 
church on Sunday afternoon or on the morning of the fete - Thank you 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Look out for the booking forms and speak to Philip and Diana Dean if 
you want more information. The theme this year is Gardens.  
£18 for 3 days 
Each day’s programme starts with coffee or tea followed by a choice of 
activities, ranging from the relaxing to the mildly energetic.  
This is then followed by an entertaining, illustrated talk on this year’s theme 
of gardens.  
After a short time of Christian worship, we will sit down together to enjoy a 
hot lunch, prepared by our team of volunteers.  
 



 
 
 

 
Gathering… Worshipping… Praying… Exploring 

Encountering 
Others   

 

Contemporary worship in word 
and song; prayer stations; time 
to reflect and pray together 
with an opportunity to be 
prayed for; refreshments and 
fellowship.   Exploring a 
different way to encounter 
God.  

7.30 to 8.30 pm 
Sun 29th September  

Dry Drayton 
Church 

SACRED SPACE 



 

This is worth a little trip across the border to Kingston…to enjoy the 
peace and tranquillity, to view the ancient wall murals and to see the 
contemporary art installation. 

  

  

	

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 

 Selah ~ 31st August, 5th October and 2nd November  
 Monthly sessions of a movement with Christian inspired meditation at 9am  
  in the Village Hall 

Ever thought of being part of a homegroup?  
Home Groups provide a place for friendships to develop more deeply than 
they can on a Sunday Morning. They provide a space for questions, doubts, 
fears, hopes and longings to be expressed, and to grow together as we seek 
to follow Jesus. We have 4 groups that meet at various venues and times. 
The groups meet fortnightly. Those in the groups meet to chat, to pray 
together and to read the Bible together. Sometimes they share a meal as 
well. 
Our new season starts on 5/6 September, when we will be looking at the 
The 12 disciples..if you would like to try a session, please speak to David or 
anyone involved in the groups… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Diary Dates 	

• Harvest Supper ~ 12th October 
• Christmas Coffee Morning  

~ 30th November 
 

Put these dates in your 
diaries and we look forward 

to meeting together 
	



 

‘God blessed the seventh day and made it holy, because on it he rested 
from all the work of creating that he had done.’ Genesis 2:3  

The old Porgy and Bess tune that declares, 
“Summertime, and the livin’ is easy” ~ no doubt was 
written when life was so much different than what it is 
now. If you’re like most people, you are hoping that 
summer will be a time to kick back and relax a little, 
but maybe you’re afraid that it will end up like most 
other summers with lots to do and flying past far too quickly. But while we 
may bemoan the fast pace of summer with all of its chores, the packing and 
unpacking for vacations, and repeated trips to Little League games, it would 
be good to stop and think about “easy living.” So, let’s get some perspective 
from God’s Word about the importance of rest. 
It can’t go unnoticed that God Himself rested after six days of assembling the 
universe. Knowing that time to kick back was important for the people He 
created, God instituted the Sabbath so that we would get the point that no 
one can work without a break along the way. 
Tanks that run on “weary” all the time soon lack the stamina to do well 
spiritually, mentally, emotionally, and relationally. Even Jesus, with more 
sermons to preach, more people to heal, and more tasks to accomplish for 
His Father, often went apart to rest a while.  

I am not sure why it is that some of us feel guilty or unfulfilled if we are not 
busy all the time. It’s important to realize that not everything needs to be 
done—at least not done right now. It may be more important to sit back with 
a tall glass of iced tea and contemplate the beauty of nature and the 
greatness of our God who is as faithful to us as the dependability of the 
seasons.  

As the hymn says, in “summer and winter and springtime and harvest . . . 
join with all nature in manifold witness to Thy great faithfulness, mercy and 
love.” 
So carve out a little easy livin’ time this week and refresh our heart and spirit 
with blessedness instead of business. And don’t worry; the chores will still be 
there. They aren’t going anywhere!  

OUR JOURNEY... When was the last time we truly rested from our work, 
whether at the office, school, home, or even at church? What has the Lord 
revealed to us about our busyness? In what ways do we need to learn to 
relax? Make time for some easy livin’ this week! Think of one thing we can 
do to enjoy God’s creation—then do it! We can even turn our thoughts into 
worship by writing a poem or composing a song about the experience.  

© Strength for the journey ~ www.getmorestrength.org  



 
 
 
 
	 	
! Pray for Alison Myers (Team Rector) as she returns from study leave 

! For the visitors to the campsite, that they might find peace and tranquillity 
as they holiday here 
 

! We pray for people who are persecuted because of their faith… we ask 
that where there is ill treatment and imprisonment… your hope and light 
will shine through, we remember our twinned church in India and also the 
country of Nepal 

 
! We pray for those known to us who are struggling with life, ill health and 

financial worries…We ask that you will be near… you will wrap your 
strong arms of support and love around, that when we are weak, you lift 
us up 
 

! Pray for those who are living with grief, that they might learn how to rest 
and ‘float’ with the waves that they might not be overcome 

 
! Lord, grant us simplicity of faith and a generosity of service 

 
! For students waiting anxiously for the results...may they know your peace 

 
! We pray for the Fete that as we reach out into the community, that 

friendships will increase  

! We pray for Middle East and especially Iran…Lord, let peace and justice 
flow 
 

! We pray for our armed forces… may they know your protection and your 
strength and your support as they risk their lives for our freedom 
 

! Continue to pray for the PCC as they think, pray and listen 
 
! Give thanks for answered prayer and the sustaining love of the Lord, that 

our faith may be enlarged 
 

 

The chancel is available after the service for quiet prayer and contemplation 



 
 
 
 
 

August Dates 
 
Sunday 4th August  
9.30am ~ Morning Worship 
4.00pm ~ Village War Memorial/Organ rededication followed by tea 
 
Sunday 11th August 
8.00am ~ Holy Communion (BCP) 
9.30am ~ Holy Communion  
 
Sunday 18th August 
9.30am ~ Healing and Wholeness 
7.30pm ~ Lordsbridge School of Theology at Coton Parish Rooms 
 
Sunday 25th August  
8.00am ~ Holy Communion (BCP) 
9.30am ~ Holy Communion  
 
Wednesday 28th August ~ Friday 30th August 
10.00am ~ Oasis Holiday Club at Comberton Baptist Church 
 
 
Thursday 29th August 
7.30pm ~ Worship Singing Group 
 
Saturday 31st August  
9.00am ~ Selah in the village hall 
 
Morning Prayer is said every Tuesday at 9.30am  
 
 
In this ‘holiday’ season remember those who might not be able to go on holiday, 
those who might feel lonely…A phone call, a visit or an offer of a cup of tea…will 
mean a lot…  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

September Dates 
 
Sunday 1st September  
9.30am ~ Holy Communion 
 
Homegroups start 5/6th September 
 
Sunday 8th September 
9.30am ~ Morning Worship  
 
Saturday 14th September 
Ride and Stride, Historic Churches 
 
Sunday 15th September 
9.30am ~ Harvest Festival 
 
Sunday 22nd September  
8.00am ~ Holy Communion (BCP) 
9.30am ~ Holy Communion 
11.30am ~ Baptism  
 
Thursday 26th September 
2.30pm ~ Oasis Tea in the Village Hall 
7.30pm ~ Worship Singing Group 
 
Sunday 29th September ~ No Service at St Mary’s BUT  
10.30am ~ Service at Hardwick followed by BBQ  
7.30pm  ~   Sacred Space at Dry Drayton Church 
 
 
Morning Prayer is said every Tuesday at 9.30am  
 
 
St Mary’s is now open during the week for prayer or a moment of quiet. 
The north door is on an automatic opening system and the church should be open 
between 7.30am -4pm 

 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
www.stmaryscomberton.org 

 
 

Please send through contributions for the October edition of 4m  
to Chris Westgarth, by 18th September  thank you. 

Email: chris.westgarth1@btinternet.com 


