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Purging 

As a child, during Lent, I always used to give something up – usually sweets 
or some other sugary treat – then as I ‘matured’ I heard ideas about ‘taking’ 
something up rather than giving something up. And so, as a teenager I 
observed Lent by spending more time in prayer or reading the scriptures or 
trying to do one ‘act of kindness’ each and every day.  

As I moved into adulthood, I began to think more about fasting; that ancient 
practise that has been long neglected by the modern church. Richard Foster 
has written wonderful on the purpose of fasting in his great book The 
Celebration of Discipline – do check it out. It improves our self-control, helps 
us to move away from constant pleasure seeking, enables us to identify with 
those in need more easily, and creates more time for prayer. The church has 
neglected the discipline to its great loss. 

All that said, for various reasons, this Lent I decided not to fast, but to return 
to that childhood tradition of ‘giving something up’. This has its own benefits I 
think – it is more pervasive and colours the season more than a weekly fast 
does, even if it is a smaller thing. ‘I want… but no… wait, I won’t…’ over and 
over again. 

Self-discipline is not particularly in vogue at the moment in the church – even 
as parts our culture embrace more readily through mindfulness, through 
exercise, through diet. And it is worth saying that many forms of self-
discipline are illusory or dangerous. Illusory because fasting just becomes an 
excuse to lose weight; dangerous because they can be forms of narcissism. 
Yet, there remains an important place for self-discipline – for ascetic 
practices (to use the theological term) – in any variety of form. 

The help us on our journey towards holiness, they help ‘purge’ us in the fiery 
love of God’s Presence – giving space for him to cleanse and heal from the 
inside out.  

But that always happens under the umbrella of our rejoicing. That, just as we 
are, we are clothed in righteousness divine.  

In Christ, David 



 
Worship Singing Group  - Thursday 11th April 
There will be a singing practice at 56 Barrons Way on Thursday 11th April at 
7.30pm, to start singing at 7.45pm and to finish at about 9.20pm. We will be 
singing some of the hymns and songs that will be used on Sundays over the 
next month or two, particularly the new and less familiar 
ones. Light refreshments are available. We usually have a 
short reflection at the beginning and an opportunity for 
prayer. New people are always welcome. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

IMPORTANT Can you help? 
We have some dates for the diary…some important ways of reaching out to 
the community…but we need helpers…we need you!  

• Easter Coffee Morning ~13th April  
• Spring Fayre ~ 8th June 
• Church Open day ~ 15th June 
• Church Fete ~ 26th August 
• Harvest Supper ~ 12th October 
• Christmas Coffee Morning ~ 30th November 

Please if you are able to offer some help, it would be very much 
appreciated – Please speak to Margaret Edwards. 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

KATE GREEN ~ EXHIBITION OF NEW 
WORK ~ EXPLORING FAITH IN PAINT & 

STITCH at St.Mary’s Church,  
Great Eversden. 

 
Saturday 4th May - 10am-9pm 
Sunday 5th May - 12.30-5pm 
Monday 6th May - 10am-5pm 

 
Showcasing 18 months of new work plus smaller works on paper, Kate 
Green is exhibiting in her Parish Church, explorations of faith. Some densely 
stitched pieces on antique blanket and some combined with paint, she 
invites you to come and have a look at her visual journeys and to take in the 
stunningly peaceful and newly restored St. Mary’s - Great Eversden. Kate’s 
thought provoking works echo the landscape of her heart and invite the 
viewer to ponder their own journey. 
 (www.katecgreen.wordpress.com ) 

Memorial lilies for Easter  

We will be ordering memorial 
lilies during the first week of April.  
If you would like to donate lilies in 

memory of a loved one please 
contact Mrs Dawson 



 

APCM 
Our AGM is at 10.30am on April 28th  after the morning service. Do come 
along. We will be electing new members to the PCC... have a think if this 
might be the year to consider standing. The PCC plays a vital role in leading 
the church community. 
The Electoral Roll is now closed until after the APCM. If you missed the boat, 
don’t worry you can join again in May. 

Easter Trail and Craft Morning 
Sat 6th April. 10am – 12 noon. 
Marion is running another fun morning for children. If you can help please 
speak to David or Marion. 
 
Maundy Thursday Passover Meal at the Village Hall, please sign up on the 
form in Church. 

Phoebe: a story by Paula Gooder 
By her own admission, Paula Gooder is not a novelist and therein, along with 
her New Testament scholarship, lies this book’s appeal. 
Phoebe is based on a couple of verses (Romans 16:1-2) where Paul 
commends her to fellow Christians in Rome. From this speck of information 
Paula Gooder uses her knowledge of First Century Christianity to paint a 
picture of what, in her imagination, might have lead up to Phoebe joining the 
early church, her experiences and the people she met as Paul’s envoy. 
Moving into fiction from a theological background, Paula Gooder lays herself 
open to various accusations such as having a simplistic writing style and 
transferring modern-day sensibilities onto historical events. The question is 
however, whether this matters. What she does in writing this book, is to give 
the reader permission to engage with their own imagination and as a result 
brings what can be a relatively dry Biblical narrative closer to an exciting and 
personal ‘here and now’ experience. Thank you Paula Gooder! 
(This review was written after Phoebe was the subject of the latest Lordsbridge Book 
Club. Thanks are due to the group who met and helped formulate the above 
perspective. 
If anyone would like to read Phoebe, it is available on Kindle or hard copy. If you would 
like to borrow a copy, please ask John or Clare Crang. 
Our next Book Club is in May, when we will be discussing Hanging by a thread by Sam 
Wells. If you would like to join us, please contact Howard Bigg (hcbigg40@gmail.com; 
01954 211673) for further details.) 

Paula Gooder is currently Canon Chancellor of St Paul’s Cathedral. 
Clare Crang  

 



 
Have you ever wondered what happens to unsold clothing from the Nearly 
New stall at the Fête? Well it gets taken to a charity shop…and last year we 
raised an additional £80.95 for The Arthur Rank Hospice, Well done 
everyone! 

Childerley Open Gardens 
Easter Monday – Open Gardens at Childerley Hall. 2.30pm – 5pm. Amazing 
Estate Gardens with cream teas available. Come and see the new life size 
elephants! 

Lordsbridge School of Theology  
LST Returns. Starting Sunday 19th May. 7.30pm in Coton Parish Rooms. On 
the 3rd Sunday running for 5 months. David is running this year’s course. It 
will be a basic introduction to theology looking in turn at God // The Trinity // 
Jesus // Humanity // The Church. #Divingdeeper 

 
The Lordsbridge Pilgrimage Walk - preliminary information 
The “official” Lordsbridge Pilgrimage Walk (see link below) will take place 
this year on Friday 7 June, starting promptly at 7.30 at Coton church and 
finishing around 17.30 at Dry Drayton church. The 19 mile (30 km) walk will 
be led as before by the originator, John Harding and we will stop at all 11 
Parish churches in the Lordsbridge team along the way. 
While our aim is to arrive at our destination and not to walk particularly fast, 
a reasonable amount of fitness is needed. John and Clare Crang are looking 
to walk the route again this year and will be doing some preparatory training. 
Do let us know if you would like to join us for some of this. 
If you would like to walk on the 7th June, there will be leaflets in all the 
churches nearer the time that show the route. An approximate timetable will 
also be available if you would like to join us for part of the pilgrimage. It is 
always greatly encouraging to meet up with others or to be cheered along 
the way. 
While this is the “official” walk, those who are at work or with children might 
find a different day, time or section of the route easier. There are lots of 
lovely footpaths between the villages. Particularly recommended for younger 
people or those who prefer a more gentle amble on the “official route” is the 
stretch between Caldecote, Toft and Comberton. 
More details will be a available nearer the time, but do put the date in your 
diaries if you would like to join us. If you want to know more, to let us know 
you will be joining us, or for any updates, please contact: 
Clare Crang clare@crang.org.uk 
John Harding johnharding44@gmail.com 
(Link to Lordsbridge Pilgrimage Walk) 
https://osmaps.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/route/974075/Lordsbridge-Pilgrimage 



 

 

 
 
	
! Bring peace and comfort to the families following the terror attack in New 

Zealand 
! We pray for the countries of Zimbabwe, Malawi and Mozambique 

following the intense tropical cyclone Idai 
! For those facing uncertain times at work or at home, that they may know 

the Lord as their unshakable rock in the midst of the storm  
! Give thanks for the death and resurrection of Jesus...the author and 

finisher of our faith  
! Pray for children, families and staff as the schools finish for Easter...may 

they be refreshed and kept safe  
! Continue to pray for our armed forces as they serve in dangerous 

locations – may they know Your provision, strength and sustaining peace  
! Remember those who strive to bring peace, justice and aid – remember 

Syria  
! Continue to pray for Tim and Shireen as they reach out to the people of 

Leicester 
! Remember our twinned church in Northern India, pray for the 

congregation as they share the good news of Jesus with those who have 
never heard 

! We pray for our country and the government… may we do nothing out of 
selfish gain but always look to the needs of others 

! Lord of creation, we thank you for the beautiful sunrises and sunsets; we 
thank you for the brightness of the stars and the moon. Please show us 
how we can care for our world 

! Let us glimpse your hand at work, that our faith may be enlarged 

St Mary’s is now open during the week for prayer or a moment of quiet. 
The north door is on an automatic opening system  

and the church should be open between 7.30am -4pm 
 

Advance notice… a date for your diary… 
St Mary’s Away Day 18th May at St Mark’s College, Audley End… 

Corin and Nicky Redsell will be with us for a time of encouragement and 
building us up in our faith and in out love of Christ. 
Pick up  the flyer from church, Please fill in your form by April 20th 

The chancel is available after the service for quiet prayer and contemplation 



 
Our God is a faithful God  
He leads us on paths we do not know; 
Upward He leads us, though our steps 
be slow… 
Though oft we faint and falter on the 
way, 
Though storms and darkness oft 
obscure the day; Yet when the clouds 
are gone, We know He leads us on.  

He leads us on through all the unquiet years; Past all our dreamland hopes, 
and doubts and fears, He guides our steps, through all the tangled maze Of 
losses, sorrows, and o’er clouded days; 
We know His will is done; And still He leads us... Author unknown  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

An original work of Art © Sally Coleman, a Methodist minister from Sheffield – Used 
with permission.  

Some thoughts on the painting above... 
Light and life emerging from the hidden depths – Whenever God begins a 
work, He always completes it. Maybe not always in the way we expect. But 
always in a perfect way. Sometimes when life is particularly challenging, it 
can be hard to see the ‘wood for the trees’...But often the fruit of growth is 
forged in the depths of darkness... think about gold and diamonds... "I will 
give you the treasures of darkness, and hidden wealth of secret places, So 
that you may know that it is I, The Lord, the God of Israel, who calls you by 
your name." Is. 45:3  
 



 

 
 
 
 
Morning Prayer is said every Tuesday at 9.30am  
 
Wednesday 3rd April 
8.00pm ~ Compline 
Saturday 6th April 
10am – 12 noon ~  Easter Trail and Craft Morning 
Sunday 7th April  
9.30am ~ Morning Worship and Baptism 
Wednesday 10th April 
8.00pm ~ Compline 
Thursday 11th April 
7.30pm ~ Worship Singing Group 
Saturday 13th April 
10.30- 12 Noon ~ Easter Coffee Morning in the Village Hall 
Sunday 14th April 
8.00am ~ Holy Communion (BCP) 
9.30am ~ Morning Worship for Palm Sunday 
Monday 15th April ~ Wednesday 17th April (Holy Week) 
8.00pm ~Compline  
Thursday 18th April 
7.00pm ~ Passover meal at the Village Hall 
Friday 19th April 
9.30am ~ Good Friday Meditations 
11.00am ~ Children’s Good Friday Trail at St Andrew’s Toft. 
Saturday 20th April 
Church open for silent prayer 
Sunday 21st April – Easter Day 
9.30am ~ All Age Holy Communion 
Thursday 25th April  
2.30pm ~ Oasis Tea in the Village Hall 
Saturday 27th April  
9.00am ~ Selah in the Village Hall 
Sunday 28th April 
8.00am ~ Holy Communion (BCP) 
9.30am ~ Morning Worship followed by APCM 
 

 
 

www.stmaryscomberton.org 
 
 

Please send through contributions for the May edition of 4m  
to Chris Westgarth, by 18th April thank you. 

Email: chris.westgarth1@btinternet.com 


