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Remember remember remember! 
November seems to have been full of opportunities to remember. 
At All Souls we remembered those who have passed on who 
have been special to us in our lives. Thank you. 
Then on Remembrance Sunday we had space to remember 
those who have served then nation and wider world by their 
service. – some paying the ultimate price of their lives for our 
freedom. 
And so many opportunities via all today’s communication 
methods to be connected with those less fortunate than us, and 
often be provided with simple ways of making a difference. 
Thank you,
John Simpson (Editor)

What is Advent all About?
Advent is a season of expectation and preparation. There is also 
a sense of waiting as we celebrate, firstly the coming of Christ in 
his birth, and secondly his coming in the future as judge of all. 
December is a dark time of year and churches make great use of 
candles to supply a gentle light with the Advent wreath. This 
symbolism reflects the coming of the ‘Light of the World’ at 
Christmas. Advent calendars usually have a door for each day of 
Advent; the opening of the doors marks off the days. It is a 



tradition in many households to give a sweet to children each day 
as the door is opened.
When we reach the period of the 17th to the 23rd of December, 
Evening Prayer has a special musical refrain for each evening 
before and after the singing of Mary’s song ‘The Magnificat’. The 
refrain, known as the ‘O antiphon’, summarises the nature of 
Christ. ‘O Wisdom’ reflects the wise teaching of Christ, ‘O Adonai’ 
is a call to Christ the Lord to redeem us, ‘O Root of Jesse’ is a 
request to come and deliver us, ‘O Key of David’ represents the 
key to open our prison of spiritual darkness, ‘O Morning Star’ is 
the eternal light coming to us, ‘O King of the Nations’ is the 
cornerstone that upholds the nations, and lastly on the 23rdof 
December ‘O Emmanuel’ reminds us that God is with us as our 
King and Saviour.
Theologically speaking, the scripture readings for the Sundays in 
Advent create a complex jigsaw of the last things: Death, 
Judgement, Heaven and Hell. They form the foundations for 
understanding why Christ came into the world. His mission was, 
and still is, to rescue each one of us by placing our trust in him. 
That interaction transforms human nature and we become a new 
creation as the Holy Spirit re-shapes us.

Philip Dean 

St Mary’s Summer Hamper project, 2021
Hampers were delivered to eight families (13 adults and 15 
children) over the five weeks of the school holidays providing 
them with ingredients and recipes for four meals. Amanda Farmer 
helped us with the deliveries, and she also arranged for a variety 
of organic vegetables from the Wimpole Estate walled vegetable 
garden to be donated weekly to the project. The produce was 
freshly picked each Tuesday and together with the hamper of 
other food, we were able to distribute between six to ten kg of 
vegetables each week to the larger families and pro rata to the 



smaller ones. Pam Fisher suggested adding a homemade cake 
to the hampers. This idea was adopted by a group of parishioners 
who supplied cakes on a regular basis. The total cost of the 
project was approximately £600.

Pauline and Stephen Grounds

We asked each family to write something about the project which 
we list below:
“I would just like to say a massive thank you!! You have helped 
me and my son so much. We have tried new recipes and he’s 
enjoyed your home-made cakes. It’s been a huge help as 
financially I am struggling. We love the fact that the veg is from 
Wimpole farm.” 
“The hampers were great. Cakes were delicious. It was a great 
help as it abled us to do some nice things with the children. Much 
appreciated. Thanks so much.” 
“I’m really struggling financially so couldn’t have made it through 
the summer holiday without the hampers. We loved the recipes 
and the cakes too. I have seen vans delivering food to people’s 
doors all year and for five weeks I have had the same 
experience. It was lovely and has really lifted my spirits.” 
“I would just like to say a massive thank you to Pauline and the 
team. What a truly amazing gift this has been. Since my 
husband’s accident we have needed a little extra help every now 
and then and this delivered. Everything in the hamper was 
amazing. We all were excited to see what the next fresh cake 
would be and it did not disappoint. The personal touch of recipes 
and freshly picked veg was also amazing. Nothing went to waste. 
Again thank you so much to you all”. 
“The hampers have been a big saver for us. Very thoughtfully 
planned and the recipe cards are fantastic. My son liked to read 
the cards and decide which meal we were making on which day! 



I’ve been able to give my neighbour a few bits as well – they 
have 3 children and are struggling too. The fresh produce from 
Wimpole has been incredible, so tasty. My son’s favourite are the 
different coloured tomatoes. And we’ve roasted carrots, beetroot 
and many potatoes – all delicious. Also if you don’t use all the 
vegetables up in the first few days it doesn’t matter because it all 
lasts so well. We are grateful to everyone at St Mary’s for 
organising and supplying this essential food. Thank you all so 
much”. 
“We have had some lovely meals. Enjoyed the recipes, tried 
things we hadn’t done before”. 
“Very grateful for the amount of food each week. It was extremely 
helpful during these difficult times. Recipes were fantastic.” 
“The kids were up early every Wednesday waiting to see what 
was in the hamper. The contents were everything families like to 
eat. Thank you. It has given me such a lift”. 

The Biblioth’s Tale
I wonder if any of you have met the Biblioth? He is a secretive 
fellow, so it is likely you haven’t. If you have met him, you would 
remember, as he is quite large and quite hairy and wears 
spectacles. Having said that, it is a rather odd fact, that although 
the Biblioth gets about as much as you and I, people don’t 
normally notice him, unless he is taken unawares. It is at those 
times, when he hasn’t had time to make himself inconspicuous, 
that he may be seen quite clearly. That was the case about six or 
so years ago when I first met him in my garden under rather 
unusual circumstances. But that is another story.
Over the years since meeting the Biblioth, he and I have had a 
few conversations and he has told me a little about what he has 
seen and heard in his long life. Maybe he is shy or maybe he 
doesn’t want to be boring, but I don’t see him that often. Anyway, 



this is one of the stories that he whispered in my ear while I was 
doing the washing up.
I am not sure how he got into the kitchen, but he does have a 
habit of just turning up every now and then. This time I noticed 
him sitting on one of the chairs at the kitchen table. He said:
“Would you like to hear a story about a rather unusual 
creature?… “

“Another unusual 
creature” I said, “isn’t one 
enough?”
“Of course not” said he, 
“there are many unusual 
creatures, some that are 
quite visible and others 
that are so small, or so 
large, or live in the depths 
of the sea or blend into 
the grass or flowers so 
they are only visible to 

those who look very hard while not looking”.
“But that’s impossible” I said. 
To which he responded: “Just you try and you will see it is 
perfectly possible. But I haven’t all day to tell this tale so you had 
better be quiet or you won’t get to hear it at all”
It seemed best to allow the Biblioth to continue. He had made 
himself comfortable in the kitchen and I was only doing the 
washing up.
And so I was quiet, and so the Biblioth continued.
“This is a story about a rather unusual small creature that travels 
underground, along the paths made by earthworms and ants, 
squeezing her way through the gaps left between rocks worn 



smooth by dripping water. It is rather dark down there under the 
earth, so she has to carry an old-fashioned lantern with her to be 
able to see where she is going”.
“And where is she going?” I interrupted.
The Biblioth looked rather severely 
over the top of his glasses. 
“I did ask you to be quiet. Do you think 
you could be, for just a few moments?” 
I made a sorry face so he continued.
“To answer your question” he said 
rather pompously, she is not too sure 
where she is going, but she does need to keep moving or else 
she may never get there or find what she is looking for”. 
“Her name, he said, before I could interrupt again, is Dominetta 
de terra, or Dom for short. Before we met in person, she had 
spent many years making her way along the dark passages 
underground looking for the king who, she thought would be able 
to answer all her questions. As she travelled, she found that 
others joined her and eventually there were quite a few of them, 
walking one after the other in search of the king. 
As they went and wherever the passages were wide enough, 
they would chat together about what the king was like and what 
he would say to them and how he would help them discover what 
they were looking for”. 
At this point the Biblioth sat up a bit taller. I could see he felt just 
a little proud of himself. 
He continued, “it so happened that I had decided to have a short 
nap and had scraped away a small burrow for myself to lie in. I 
must have moved some of the soil just ahead of Dom and the 
others and as I put my head down to sleep, I saw her coming into 



view. She was looking so excited and was shouting to the others 
“it’s the king, it’s the king”. 

I looked down at Dom and those 
with her, so expectant and excited. 
I didn’t want to make her sad, but I 
had to tell her I wasn’t the king and 
that she and the others didn’t need 
to keep looking for him. I said: I am 
not the king. The king, Dom, is not 
here or there, the king, Dom, is 
among you”.

Luke 17:21
Clare Crang

An update from Chris, the Curate…
Well, here I am writing this in the middle of November and the 
nights are drawing in. But so far I have managed to resist the 
need for heating (must be my Scottish heritage). 
So, I have been curate at St Mary’s since the beginning of July - 
That’s 4 whole months, so what have I been doing, well I thought 
you might like to know a little about that… For those of you that 
don’t know, I am what’s known as a non-stipendiary, part-time 
curate. That really trips off the tongue doesn’t it? So what does 
that actually mean and what does it look like? ... Well… it means, 
I am not paid by the Church of England, that I continue to work as 
before ordination and I ‘work’ for the church (St Mary’s) in my 
spare time. Added to that I continue to study at college until July 
2022, alongside study/training connected to my curacy. 
One of the things I like is to nurture a rhythm for life…and I am 
slowly adjusting to my new ‘calling’. 
I work 4 long ½ days for the Papworth Team as their 
administrator supporting 15 parishes. My afternoons generally 



consist of pastoral visits, Oasis, sermon prep or college prep and 
assignments. (unless it’s a Monday - when I visit Addenbrookes 
ward G4 as their chaplaincy visitor/supporter/volunteer). I also 
still serve on the Parish Council along with planning and tree 
group. 
My faithful 4-legged family member, Bertie keeps me on the 
straight and narrow. I have been involved in leading and 
preaching, wild church, observing baptisms, taking a memorial 
service, the all souls service and leading at the Remembrance 
service. 
I led an activity at Oasis holiday club on foraging and we made 
our own teabags. It was great fun. If you’ve not been to Oasis, 
you really should plan to next August. Or come along to Oasis 
Tea at the village hall on the afternoon of the 3rd Thursday. 
When not working, I still enjoy wood whittling, foraging, 
photography, Scottish music, spoon playing (badly) gardening 
and walking with Bertie. Somehow, housework chores get 
relegated to the bottom of the pile, although every now and again 
I tackle the mountain of ironing… not always successfully! 



As we journey on through Advent, towards Christmas, may we 
anticipate, standing on tiptoe with excitement, the coming of 
Jesus into our lives, our hearts, all our moments, all our places 
and for all time. 

With every blessing
Chris

Claire Wilkinson writes:
As the saying goes, ‘A change is as good as a rest!’, but I’m not 
so sure that I would entirely agree following my 4-week 
placement with the Lordsbridge Team. I am a 3rd year curate, 
and as part of our final year of curacy we need to experience a 
different context from the one in which we have been placed. I 
am a curate in Wisbech, with two town centre churches, so I 
definitely fulfilled the placement remit by coming to the 11 rural 
churches which make up the Lordsbridge team. A huge thank you 
to David for graciously volunteering to supervise my time with you 
all. 
David saw to it that I had an action-packed timetable morning, 
afternoon and evenings, with plenty of opportunity to be able to 
spend time with several of the clergy who make up the core team. 
I have been to the Tuesday Mornings toddler group, primary 
school assemblies and junior choir practice, Zoom meetings, 
Morning Prayer and Compline, finance and team treasurer 
meetings. I helped map Caldecote graveyard, I have been privy 
to sound and audio meetings in Comberton church, weekly core 
team meetings as well as sitting in with the Toft church wardens 
meeting. Everyone has been so welcoming and happy for me to 
join with them for all aspects of church life – which has made this 
such a great learning experience for me, as well as a pleasure to 
be part of what is happening – even if just for a short time. I have 
had the opportunity to worship alongside different congregations, 
from 8.00 am BCP, Morning Prayer, Morning Worship, Holy 



Communion, All Age Worship, two Baptisms, an All Souls service, 
an internment of ashes, Forest Church and the joint Team 
Service. Thank you for allowing me the opportunity to preach, 
speak and lead on occasion.
My first initiation into life in Comberton was planting up Foxgloves 
in the church yard, which really was a great way to get to know a 
few faces whilst doing something I love. I hope that some of the 
Foxgloves will survive the winter, and come late spring the 
flowers will be abuzz with happy bees. 
Over my 4 weeks I have had the privilege of meeting with and 
talking to many members of the church family, either through 
chatting before or after services or at Oasis Teas and the bring 
and share lunch. I have also been able to visit several people to 
talk with them about their roles either in the church or various 
community focused projects. It has been great to see such 
enthusiasm for supporting and coming alongside others, 
especially during the uncertainties of lockdown. 
So, whereas a change might not be quite as good as a rest, it 
has definitely been a blessing. Thank you for your amazing 
hospitality, openness and encouragement. I return to Wisbech to 
finish my curacy with much to reflect on. It has been interesting to 
see how we are all one church, with so many ways to worship 
and support one another in Christ. 
For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the 
members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with 
Christ.
1 Corinthians 12:12

Claire 



Sound 
Anyone who has been at services in the church over recent 
months will be aware of the issues we have been experiencing 
with the sound system in church.  This is very frustrating for all 
concerned and has been somewhat embarrassing at special 
services where there have been lots of visitors. 
At the October meeting of the Fabric and Finance Committee, 

David has requested that a full review of the 
system be carried out with the aim to make it 
easy to use and be robust for a considerable 
number of years.  The Committee agreed that two 
businesses should be approached and asked to 
visit to assess the current system and to make 

suggestions for improvement and/or replacement. 
The PCC decided at their meeting in November that a third quote 
should be obtained for comparison with the proposals received 
so far. 
The purpose of sharing this with you is to invite your input. 
Please do speak to David, the Wardens or a member of the PCC 
if you have any comments that you would like to be considered 
during the decision process. 

Teresa Taylor  

4M is currently available electronically via the church website, or 
in print and large print. If you, or someone you know, would prefer 
to receive it in some other format, such as audio, please let me or 
David know. 

Church website: www.stmaryscomberton.org

	




