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Hallelujah! Christ has risen from the dead. 



From the Vicar: 
I read an article about street parties in Israel recently. Restaurants 
were heaving and many people were giddy; glasses were raised to 
‘Pfizer’. All this is in a nation that has spent more time in lockdown 
over the last year than any other.  
Honestly, it gave me hope – that we (as in humans) do not easily 
forget how to be with people, how to celebrate, how to accept the 
normal risks of everyday existence and embrace life.  
At some point – too fast? too slow? I don’t know – such scenes, as 
well as the many more cosy scenes of life lived with others will return 
here too.  
Yet it is worth pausing to ask two questions. Who might be missing 
from such scenes? Those whom we love and have lost over the last 
year – many of whom we were not able to see before they passed; 
those who are – for whatever reason – struggling to re-enter a world 
we once took for granted; and those who have stood outside the 
purvey of our communal vision for a long time, well before Covid. We 
must honour and cherish all these people as we look for a new dawn.  
Which raises the second question of how we re-think and re-build in 
ways that are genuinely different and genuinely inclusive such that 
none of us live at the expense of another? This is surely the stuff 
hopes and dreams are made of.  
As we think of church and community life moving forward these are 
two questions which might just help us as we seek to live in ‘the 
kingdom of God’. 
With Love, Rev. David Newton 



Church Services 
Services resume in-person from Holy Week. Some will be in the 
churchyard, most will be back in the church building. For now, face 
coverings and social distancing measures remain in place, but we 
look forward to these measures being eased, and to communal 
singing being allowed once more!  
(NOTE: Singing can now take place outside and we’ll be making use 
of that at Easter) 
Zoom services will continue for the foreseeable future, and the 
Lordsbridge Team have committed to continue some form of ‘Worship 
@ Home’ permanently (details of this tbc, depending on what is 
wanted).  

APCM- Annual Parochial Church Meeting  
10.15am on Sunday 18th April at church (hopefully outside). 
Come and hear what has been going on and what is planned, ask 
questions, and elect your new Churchwardens and members of the 
PCC. 

‘Re-Engaging Matrix’  
This ‘matrix’ has been doing the rounds in churches. Please have a 
think about these questions and email any thoughts on any of the 
questions to David. (davidnewton@lordsbridge.org) 
What have we gained but are happy to lose at the end of 
lockdown? 
What have we gained and want to keep? 
What have we lost and don’t want back? 
What have we lost and want to have back? 
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Wild Church  
Re-Starts on Sunday 11th April. 3pm in Comberton Churchyard. 

Selah 
For the last couple of years Sally has 
been running a monthly session of 
movement and meditation as a different 
way into Christian Spirituality.  
This chapter has come to an end – at 
least for now – as she takes up a new 
role as Head of PSHE at Comberton 
Village College.  

A huge thanks to Sally for running this, and for all those who engaged 
over the years.  

Christ in the wilderness 
Yesterday I enjoyed the final Zoom Lent session looking at Stanley 
Spencer’s depictions of Christ in the Wilderness, very ably led by 
Barbara and Cathy from Toft. If you would like to see the paintings 
they are on the Lordsbridge website. These have been great 
discussions around what Spencer may have been saying in his time 
and what the images say to each of us in our time. We have talked 
about the wilderness, the flowers of the field, the scorpion, the foxes 
and their holes, the hen and her chicks, about our world, our 



individual lives now… and about Christ and his presence in the 
wilderness, and with us. I think we have all been challenged and 
benefited from each other’s ideas and each week there has been so 
much to take away and continue to ponder.  
There are many aspects I have found it helpful to think about but I will 
just mention one. Most weeks we have talked about Christ’s hands 
and feet, which are quite detailed and prominent in these pictures, 
but often puzzling and perhaps disproportionate. They sometimes 
appear to be dysfunctional, odd and difficult to interpret. Why do they 
look like that? What are they doing, or saying, we have asked 
repeatedly. My own conclusion is they are deliberately eye-catching- 
Spencer wants us to see them but in fact they are simply there, not 
going anywhere or doing anything. Right now we cannot go far, or do 
many of the things we may wish to…. It is a time to be still, to simply 
be, and know Christ with us in our particular wilderness. 
Next week I will be sorry the discussions have ended, but the images 
will stay in my mind and I will see those same hands and feet again- 
On Thursday Jesus will hold the bread in his hands, break it, give it to 
his friends and tell them, and us, about his imminent death. On Friday 
his hands and feet will be pierced and lifted up. This time I will 
struggle to look, but I will try to comprehend a little more of the love in 
those outstretched hands. 
Just a few days later I will join Thomas, and Jesus will show both of 
us those same hands and feet. Now they are disfigured, bearing the 
marks of the nails, but they are full of life, going and doing. He is 
walking once more to Emmaus, breaking and sharing the bread, 
standing and cooking fish at the lakeside. Finally Jesus will lead them 
out towards Bethany where he will lift his hands, this time in blessing, 
and return to his Father.  
Brenda 



Will you be a ‘bold responder’? 
This was a question David asked when leading Morning Prayer on 
Zoom. He was actually looking for someone to speak the words in the 
service sheet that appear in bold – usually responses.  
But I thought it was a great life challenge 

Will you be a missionary? 
From looking through the gospels we can see that both Philip and 
Andrew are natural missionaries – they are always bringing people to 
see Jesus.  
Sometimes we can imagine that to be a missionary, we have to be a 
wonderful orator, but if we take Philip and Andrew as role models 
they were just kind and approachable followers of Jesus who listened 
to people’s needs and introduced them to their Lord. That is all we 
need to do, knowing that the Holy Spirit is working both within the 
church and outside it.  
(A snippet from Claire Robertson’s message of 21 March) 

Just recently 
Alice knitted a few Easter chicks, all given to some keyworkers, and  
containing a chocolate egg. - A little something to make them smile. 



Time to Talk 
New Initiative - Time to Talk Listening Service 

Time to Talk is an initiative headed up by St Mary’s 
Church, Comberton. It provides a safe space with a 
trained Listener where clients referred by the local GP 
Practice can talk through issues that are on their mind. 
Presently we are undertaking a pilot with one Listener 
to assess the Service. If successful, we would like to 
recruit and provide training for more Listeners from the 
Lordsbridge Team and other local church 
communities. 

Is this something you would like to be involved with, or know more 
about? If so, please get in touch: 
David Newton davidnewton@lordsbridge.org  
Clare Crang clarespace7@gmail.com  

“Listening… is one of the most potent forces for change that I know.”  
Carl Rogers, psychologist.  
“Listening is a form of spiritual hospitality 

Comberton Village Institute Trust 
(Charitable Incorporated Organisation no 1189495) 

Urgent appeal for help 
A number of our trustees are not standing for re-election when the 
new committee must be elected at the end of May this year. Some 
have been loyal trustees for many years and deserve a well earned 
retirement. Without their knowledge and experience we are left with a 
considerable gap in our team. 
We need someone to continue the essential work of treasurer.  
The retiring treasurer is happy to give any assistance wanted by an 



incoming treasurer.  We employ the assistance of professional 
bookkeepers. 
We also need a property manager. The position holder would be 
responsible for the overall maintenance of the whole site.  We employ 
a cleaner who attends the hall daily. There would be some payment, 
depending on what responsibility and time spent is agreed with the 
trustees. 
Unless we are able to fill these posts, it will be hard for the 
remaining trustees to continue managing the village hall for our 
community.  We are fortunate to have such an excellent hall which is 
well used for so many village activities for all ages.  It would be a 
tragic loss if we were not able to continue this service for our village, 
there has been a village hall on the site for over 100 years.  
I am very happy to have a chat with anyone who would be interested 
in either of the above posts or becoming a trustee or offering other 
assistance.  Please contact me in confidence via 
pandrcook@gmail.com or 01223 262590.   
More information about the hall can be found on our website – 
www.combertonvillagehall.org 
Penny Cook 
Chairman, Comberton Village Institute Trust 

Contributions, Comments, ... 
Please send your comments, contributions or ideas to my email 
address or comberton4M@gmail.com or put through my or David's 
door.  
John Simpson   

Alternative formats  
4m is currently available electronically via the church website, or in 
print and large print. If you, or someone you know, would prefer to 
receive it in some other format, such as audio, please let John 
Simpson or the Vicar know.  
Church website: www.stmaryscomberton.org 
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