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Operation Christmas Child - Shoebox appeal
A BIG Thank you for
the 21-boxes that St
Mary's have done.
And the equivalent
to 18-boxes of fillers
- stationary, knitted
hats and gloves,
bars of soap and
toys etc. I know
three are going to
Moldova.
If anyone else did a
box online, it would
be fantastic to know
where your boxes
were going. And it is
still not too late to
do a box on-line.
It's great that during
these hard times we
can touch the lives
of children and their
whole family with a
gift of love.
Alice
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Watching and Waiting
‘May the Lord, when he comes, find us watching and waiting.’ So
ends Morning and Evening Prayer during Advent. The words
reflect a number of parables of Christ that focus on the Son of Man
coming in Glory, and they form the liturgical centre piece that
reminds us what Advent is all about.
We all – I expect – do quite a lot of watching and waiting at the
moment. We watch the news cycles; we wait for a vaccine role
out, and we really can do no other.
But that is okay, because watching and waiting for Christ does not
mean casting our eyes elsewhere, as if we should be scanning the
horizon for something entirely different and other. The Advent task
is about watching and waiting for signs of Christ in and through
such things.
Advent is, as I said in my Sunday sermon, a season of judgement.
By judgement I am not referring to any fire and brimstone; instead,
judgement is about revealing things as they really are. So, we
‘watch and wait’ in order that we might see more clearly where
there are signs of Christ’s coming amongst us, and where there
are signs of things massively askew, and that need realigning with
God’s Loving purposes.
We are to look within and let God’s judgement of love pierce our
hearts, that the dark corners might be lit up, revealed, and
changed. We are to ‘watch and wait’ and create space in our
hearts and minds for Christ to be at work.
We are to look to our church, our community and our world as we
watch and wait for Christ’s judgement. In order that we might see
the places where Christ is at work and his kingdom is evident, and
that we might be alert to those places, or situations, in which
God’s Love needs to refine and purify.
This is what watching and waiting is all about. We do not look
away from the concrete stuff of the world as we await Christ
coming in Judgement. After all, we watch and wait for the birth of a
baby in a cold and draughty barn; we find Christ, not by looking
up, but by looking down at the world we are in.
David
Christ is coming to make all things new

For future issues
I suggest that as well as information from the Vicar and PCC, 4m
could include Your contributions on such things as:
Personal testimonies, Prayer points, Revelation and Reflections,
Mission links, Home groups, Children, Healing and wholeness,
Friends of St Mary's and the building, - but this is not intended as
an exhaustive list.
John Simpson

St Mary’s PCC
The PCC met on Monday 23 November on Zoom. Here are a
couple of items that were discussed:
The PCC are very pleased that the Eco-Church bronze award (as
detailed elsewhere in 4M) has been achieved. The fabric and
finance sub-committee will meet on Monday 7th December and
will start to discuss what measures are achievable to improve the
church’s carbon footprint and its impact on the bio-diversity of its
land and surrounding areas.
Recent times have highlighted a possible need for a listening
service where someone who just needs another person to talk to
can be put or get in touch with a volunteer. The PCC recognises
that this is something that would be beneficial, especially during
these uncertain times of pandemic. The PCC agreed that this is a
service that the church could support. Further research is to be
carried out into how this may be established. If anyone would like
to find out more and/or are interested in becoming a volunteer
listener, they should speak to David or one of the Ministry subcommittee members (Sue Nelms, Brenda Deboys, Teresa
Taylor). The Ministry sub-committee meets again on Wednesday
9th December.
Teresa Taylor

Questions and Answers?
Here are some answers to the questions Clare Crang posed in
the last edition of 4m. [If you have an answer and haven’t let us

know already, do let the Editor (John Simpson) know so they can
be put in our next edition].
1. What have you found most helpful during our time living
with Covid-19?
“The kindness of neighbours making sure I have the basic
necessities”.
“Freedom simply to garden, un-rushed and to walk, basking in
summer sunshine”.
“The opportunity to stand back from the way I have been doing
things and re-assess what is important”.
“I have spent more time looking at the sky. I stand amazed at the
beauty of clouds, blue sky, and stars. As I consider the complexity
of colour, shape and light, I want to capture it or share it with
someone else, but by the time I’ve done either, He has changed
it! – into another amazing piece of artwork – and I am only
looking at a small fraction of the whole.
And then at night to wonder at the coming and going of the
‘lesser light’, and all those other lights, only a few of which we can
actually see, and some, we are told are millions of light years
away, which of course my head cannot possibly comprehend!
.... and if only I had taken up all those opportunities to learn about
the weather, astronomy, and the universe. – and it I had
remembered a fraction of what we were told on our tour of the
Mullard Space Observatory – just down the road?”
2. What have you learned during this time, that you would
like to take into the future?
“To look, listen, mark, learn and inwardly digest.
But I will continue to gaze in awe and wonder”.
“Simple, slow pace of life. Tea and cake at 4pm!”
“The value of conversation in discerning the way forward”.
“That home-made bread can be stored in a canvas bag and hung
on a hook out of the way. The bread does dry out, but will keep

for a number of days (I haven’t discovered how many) and is very
good for toast”.

Two-Wheeled Service
It seems a very long time since
March, when everything
changed. The church door shut
and, thanks to David and
others’ IT expertise, suddenly
we all learnt to ZOOM. But
that’s not quite true, because
not all of us have internet
access. When David suggested
providing transcripts of each Sunday’s service, I felt I could
help by distributing these on a weekly basis. After all, I had a
bicycle, an exercise allowance and I ‘knew’ these people…
well, we had exchanged smiles or a few brief words after
church in recent times. On my first visit I asked if folk would
like me to drop this through the letterbox, or knock for a chat
on the doorstep. So, as the church door shut, other doors,
windows and gates opened, depending on what was permitted
at the time. I began to get to know some of the people who
have been a part of the St Mary’s family for so much longer
than me, people who have contributed so much to our church.
One of the first things I noticed in lockdown was that, when out
walking almost everyone I passed would say ‘hello’, or better
still, have a brief chat… so many more than previously. Every
conversation felt precious, a connection with another person, a
gift to appreciate. I think this is even more true for those folk
who live alone or have been restricted to home and have so
missed coming to church each Sunday. A conversation has the
potential to make a difference, but meaningful conversations
are not just about smiling and saying ‘I’m fine’. They are about
admitting when things are tough, four walls are becoming
monotonous, days are grey and you’re anxious about what lies
ahead. Conversations are two-way and I have really

appreciated this opportunity to get to know people better, to
encourage one another, and to share our faith in God who is
our strength in this time of trouble.
At present there are 9 people I visit, but I wonder if there are
others in our village who would appreciate a weekly service
sheet, or a copy of 4m or a chat? Perhaps they have not been
able to come to church for some time, but have done in the
past- now we have a means of including them in our
community. We are all optimistic that the coming months will
bring a vaccine and, in time, a return to ‘normal’ church activity,
but there will always be those who can’t easily get to church
and, if Covid has opened other doors, that would be great.
Please do talk to friends and neighbours if you think they might
appreciate this, and let David know. Our fledgling Pastoral
Care team have bicycles or walking shoes at the ready!
Brenda Deboys

PRAYER
Dull and tender, stand my faculties today
oh Lord, I can't live up to shiny requirements
of ads - for neat cardigans,
or recipes that require Fungi, drizzles or Agas that need space.
What I need is only still and plain,
to have my focus celebrate
that beautiful & elaborate darn,
to watch that Mole
crawl slowly over my foot as I draw in the wood,
listening to Your breeze, rustle the crisp leaves,
as the Worm comes up for air,
and I get to feel Your presence deep within.
Re-establish Kingdom tension in me Lord that I might sparkle
gloriously!
To feel darned and whole
and celebrate just that.
amen
(Kate Green.2020)
O come to us, abide with us, our Lord Emmanuel!

As we look for your coming among us this day, open our eyes to
behold your presence

Eco-Church
St Mary’s has now qualified for an Eco-Church
bronze award.
Eco-Church is a division of A Rocha UK and it
is their ethos to establish a community of
churches across the country who understand
the Biblical mandate to care for creation as a
core part of their Christian mission and outwork this in practical
ways across their communities, working with others to restore
nature and our relationship with it. There is already a

community which consists of more than 3,000 churches, many
of which have or are working towards an Eco Church award.
The awards are decided on many aspects of five key areas.
These are:
• Worship and Teaching
• Buildings
• Land
• Community and Global Engagement
• Lifestyle
The PCC will be looking in more detail at each of these areas
to consider how we might all work towards meeting the criteria
to achieve a Silver award. This will be a challenge but one that
we can all contribute towards. Further information will be
included in future issues of 4m and church bulletins.
I would recommend you visit the A Rocha UK website https://
arocha.org.uk which has comprehensive information about
how churches and individuals can improve their impact on the
environment and move towards a more sustainable way of
living.
Teresa Taylor

An Advent Prayer
At Advent we should try the key to our heart's door.
It may have gathered rust. If so, this is the time to oil it,
in order that the heart's door may open more readily
when the Lord Jesus wants to enter at Christmas time!
Lord, oil the hinges of our hearts' doors that they may swing
gently and easily to welcome your coming.
Prayer of a New Guinea Christian.

Prepare we in our hearts a home, that such a
mighty Guest may come.

In case you missed the news…
In these different times, it is easy to miss some family news.

28th November - Jessie 95 today!

We all wish a belated HAPPY BIRTHDAY to Jessie who was 95 last month.
Here she is with her 26 greetings cards!

Blackburns
Dan, Sarah, Will and Barny recently moved to Orwell after four
an a half years in Comberton. Emails stays the same.
We wish them well in their new home.

Diary for December
Sunday 13th December:
Holy Communion at 9.30am
Zoom Service (as usual) at 11am
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89870702475
Wild Church (in the churchyard) at 3pm
Sunday 20th December:
Zoom Service (as usual) at 11am
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89870702475
Carols in the Churchyard at 6.30pm – congregations are now
permitted to sing outdoors, so we can all join in. Please
bring a torch.
Christmas Eve:
Midnight Mass at 11.30pm
Book your place at
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/midnight-masstickets-129468017325
or phone David Newton (665654) if you do not have access to
the internet.
Christmas Day
Christmas Morning Celebration at 9.30am
Book your place at
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/christmas-morning-celebrationtickets-129469090535
or phone David Newton (665654) if you do not have access to
the internet.
Zoom service at 10am – follow the link
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89870702475
Sunday 27 December
There is no service at St Mary’s or on zoom on but there will
be a service at All Saints, Haslingfield at 9.30am.

Omission
In the last edition of 4m, the list of members of the new PCC ,
omitted Margaret Storey. Our apologies Margaret.

Alternative formats
4m is currently available electronically via the church website, or
in print and large print. If you, or someone you know, would prefer
to receive it in some other format, such as audio, please let John
Simpson or the Vicar know.
Church website: www.stmaryscomberton.org
Editor: comberton4m@gmail.com

FOR SALE
Homemade Jam & Marmalade
Strawberry / Redcurrant / Rhubarb & Ginger / Greengage
Orange Marmalade & 3 Fruits Marmalade
Please contact Margaret on 01223 262748
All monies in aid of St Mary’s Church
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Contributions, Comments, ...
We are planning to produce the next edition of 4M in early
February. I would love to receive your comments and
contributions for the next issue at the latest by 20 January.
These can be sent to my email address or
comberton4M@gmail.com or put through my or David's
door.
Thanks for all your contributions this time, and for John C
making sense of my poor formatting.
I hope you all have a great celebration in all sorts of ways
this different Christmas!
John Simpson

Christ is coming to make all things new!

