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Reflecting Advent is upon us, and it marks the start of the new church year 
as we wait for the coming of Christ. It also marks the anniversary of our time 
in Comberton. I can’t believe Sally and I have been here a year already! It 
provides an obvious opportunity to look back a little and reflect.  

First, let me simply say a massive THANK YOU. We have settled in and 
enjoyed our first year here immensely and that is largely down to all of you. 
We love Comberton and the church family here. It is a family that cares for 
one another, that works hard to enable the church to flourish, and is 
committed to building the kingdom. It is a joy to be part of it.  

I want to say a particular thank you to Chris and Mary as the Church 
Wardens. The simple reality is that they have had to work harder and offer 
more support than usual because I am new in post and a new incumbent. 
They have been absolutely brilliant. They also both do huge amounts behind 
the scenes, from weeding the church path when no one is looking to getting 
the Old School House in order. 

Looking back, it feels like there is much to celebrate. We have had some 
wonderful events including the Summer Fete, a Spring Sale, and the Big 
Thank You Party. Practical projects have come to fruition, most notably the 
automatic door unlocking system (which means the North door is open 9-4 
throughout the week). And (by January) two new Home Groups will have 
started. 

Oasis Teas, a monthly gathering for those of older years, has continued to 
grow and flourish under Philip Dean’s wise leadership. The Summer 
Hampers Project, which provides weekly food hampers through the holidays 
for families whose children are on Free School Meals, was a huge success. 
The money raised for this project is enabling us to do a special Christmas 
Hamper for these families as well. And our church family has continued to 
grow, as new people join us and others take steps forward in ministry. There 
is so much to celebrate and give thanks for. 

Reflection, of course, must go beyond simply celebrating, and, there is 
inevitably much I have learnt over the course of this year. Let me mention 
just two things. 
 

 



 
One. I’ve come to realise that a year in people might still be trying to figure 
me out. Can I be trusted? Where am I going? I don’t much like boxes or 
labels, but that can make it harder to ‘place’ me. So I wondered if it might be 
worth placing myself in ‘churchy terms’.  

Let me therefore say this: I have Catholic sensibilities: valuing liturgy, the 
sacraments, and tradition (oh and personally I am rather partial to incense)! I 
have charismatic sensibilities: I grew up around the youth movement ‘Soul 
Survivor’ and I put a lot of emphasis on the presence of God in our lives. I 
have evangelical sensibilities: emphasising the importance of sharing the 
gospel and encouraging people to join in the life of the church. And I have 
liberal sensibilities: emphasising the importance of social justice and loving 
those who feel marginalised.  

But what matters a lot more than my personal sensibilities is that I will 
always strive to lead in a way that fits this context and in a way that helps us 
all, and together, deepen our relationship with God.  

Two. I’ve learnt a lot about communication. In July the congregation filled in 
questionnaires. Having looked at the responses with a diverse group from 
the congregation, I took my recommendations to the PCC who agreed a few 
small changes to Sunday services. These included having a more explicit 
‘Welcome Team’, changing the way the offertory is done, and having the 
singing group up front. Change is always a little unsettling though and there 
is no doubt that I could have communicated the process and the reasoning 
better, and for that I apologise.  

The PCC have also agreed that In January we pilot a combined readings 
and hymn sheet for the main service (hymns books will continue to be 
available as now). My hope is that this new look will mean that the service is 
easier to navigate and so particularly help those who come to church less 
often. Feedback will be appreciated.  

The final thing to say around communication is about values or vision. In 
September I preached on the call from God to every church to be a 
‘Welcoming and Inclusive Community, Seeking God’s Presence and Seeking 
God’s Kingdom.’ These are of course just buzz words that help us think 
upwards to God, outwards to the community, and inwards to the church.  
Many other phrases could be used instead and my hope is that this coming 
year we’ll continue a conversation about our vision and about what we value, 
and that this will direct us in all we do as we journey on together.  

May I wish you a blessed Advent as we learn to wait for the coming Christ. 

David ~ Revd David Newton 

 



  

  

Carol Service practices  
  

 
  
The final four practices will be in St Mary's Church: 
   -   Sunday 2 December, starting at 10.50am  
        (after the 9.30 service) 
   -   Tuesday 4 December, 7.30pm  
   -   Sunday 9 December, starting at 10.50am  

                                         (after the 9.30 service) 
                                    -   Tuesday 11 December, 7.30pm  
  
The Carol Service will be on Sunday 16 December at 6.30pm. 
 
 

“What wings are to a bird and sails to a ship, so 
is prayer to the soul.”  
                             ~ Corrie ten Boom 

Cornelia Arnolda Johanna "Corrie" ten Boom (15 April 
1892 – 15 April 1983) was a Dutch watchmaker and later a 
writer, who worked with her father and other family 
members to help many Jews escape the Nazi Holocaust 
during World War II by hiding them in her home. They were 
caught and she was arrested and sent to a Nazi 
concentration camp (Ravensbrück concentration camp). 
Her most famous book, The Hiding Place, is a biography 
that recounts the story of her family's efforts and how ten 
Boom found hope while imprisoned at the concentration 
camp. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The house in Haarlem is now a museum… After her release from 
Ravensbrück Concentration Camp (age 53) Corrie travelled all around the 
world to tell everyone that ‘there no pit so deep that God's love is not deeper 
still’ and that ‘God will give us the love to be able to forgive our enemies.’ In 
more than 30 years, Corrie visited over 60 countries to testify to God's love 
an to encourage people with the message that ‘Jesus is Victor.’ On April 15th, 
1983, on her 91st birthday, this remarkable woman died in Orange, 
California. Her legacy lives on, more than 35 years after her death. 



 

Tuesday 25th December ~ Christmas Lunch at the Vicarage.  

If you're on your own this Christmas or not sure what you are doing you are 
invited to Christmas Lunch. Please let us know if you would like to come and 
put others in touch with us who might be interested.  

Something new happening in the Village Hall in January…Selah 
 

 

 
 
 



 
Antiphonal Prayer  
Since the seventh century, this set of seven prayer texts has been sung or 
recited over the final days of Advent during the daily service of vespers, or 
evening prayer.  
They are voiced in response to the Magnificat (Luke 1:46-55). Each 
antiphonal prayer addresses God with "O" and a biblical name and 
concludes with a call for him to come. The phrases of the prayers derive 
from Scripture. We may be familiar with them from the verses of the well-
known Advent hymn, "O Come, O Come, Emmanuel."  
They may be used devotionally, one a day, from December 17 to 23.  
 
Here are the traditional texts of the ‘Great O's’: 
 
O Wisdom, O holy word of God, you govern all creation with your strong 

yet tender care: Come and show your people the way to salvation. 
O Sacred Lord of ancient Israel, who showed yourself to Moses in the 

burning bush, who gave him the holy law on Sinai mountain: Come, 
stretch out your mighty hand to set us free. 

O Flower of Jesse's stem, you have been raised up as a sign for all 
peoples; rulers stand silent in your presence; the nations bow down in 
worship before you. Come, let nothing keep you from coming to our 
aid. 

O Key of David, O royal power of Israel, controlling at your will the gate of 
heaven: Come, break down the prison walls of death for those who 
dwell in darkness and the shadow of death, and lead your captive 
people into freedom. 

O Radiant Dawn, splendour of eternal light, sun of justice: Come, shine on 
those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death. 

O Ruler of all the nations, the only joy of every human heart, O keystone of 
the mighty arch of humankind: Come and save the creature you 
fashioned from the dust. 

O Emmanuel, ruler and lawgiver, desire of the nations, saviour of all people:  
 
                          O Come and set us free, Lord our God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

 

Prayer pointers 

² During the season of Advent… may we seek you… may we wait for you.. 
May we stand on tip toe with excitement and expectation  
 

² We pray for people who are persecuted because of their faith… we ask 
that where there is ill treatment and imprisonment… your hope and light 
will shine through 
 

² Lord, you are the One who knows what is best 
for our lives…Please help us to put our trust in 
you…We ask that you will you be close to 
those who need a touch from you… as they 
undergo treatment, therapy, grieve or feel 
overwhelmed and alone… 

 
² In the dark mornings and evenings, may we 

look out for people who find this time difficult… may we shine as the light 
of Christ  

 
² Pray for the Christmas Craft event for children at St Mary’s on 8th Dec 

 
² We pray for our country and the government… may we do nothing out of 

selfish gain but always look to the needs of others 
 

² Lord, as we approach a new year… help us to take stock and learn to 
wait on you… to look to you, to receive from you… the strength and 
energy to carry out all you want us to do… 

 
² Please Lord, show us something new of your love for us and others 
 
 
 

St Mary’s is now open during the week for prayer or a moment of quiet. 
The north door is on an automatic opening system and the church 
should be open between 9-4 
 

The chancel is available after the service for quiet prayer and contemplation 



 
 
 
 
 
 
Homegroups meet on 13th December at the Vicarage                            
 
Sunday 2nd  December  
9.30am~ Holy Communion    
3.30pm ~ Christingle Service  
 
 
 
 

Friday 7th December  
6.30pm ~ Christmas Lights at the Crossroads  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Saturday 8th December  
Christmas Craft for Children at St Mary’s  
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday 9th  December  
8.00am ~ Holy Communion (BCP)  
9.30am ~ Holy Communion  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday 16th  December  
9.30am ~ Morning Prayer 
6.30pm ~ Carols by Candlelight 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday 23rd  December  
8.00am ~ Holy Communion (BCP) 
9.30am ~ ‘Blue Christmas’- A Healing & Wholeness service particularly for 
those who might find Christmas difficult for whatever reason 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Monday 24th  December  
3.30 pm ~ Crib Service 
11.30pm ~Christmas Eve Midnight Holy 
Communion 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tuesday 25th December  
9.30am ~ Christmas Morning All Age Holy 
Communion 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday 30th December  
10.30 am ~Lordsbridge Team United Service, 
Venue tbc 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
Sunday 6th January  
9.30am ~ Holy Communion 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday 13th January  
8.00 am ~ Holy Communion (BCP) 
9.30 am ~Morning Worship 
 
 
 
 
 

Thursday 17th January  
7.30pm ~ Worship Singing Group 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday 20th January  
9.30 am ~ Holy Communion 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thursday 24th January  
2.30 pm ~ Oasis Tea in the Village Hall 
 
 
 
 

Saturday 26thJanuary  
9.00 am ~ Selah in the Village Hall 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday 27th January  
8.00am ~ Holy Communion (BCP) 
9.30 am ~Morning Worship 
 
Morning Prayer is said every Tuesday at 9.30 am  
(except 25th December and 1st January!) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 

www.stmaryscomberton.org 
 
 

Please send through contributions for the February edition of 4m  
to Chris Westgarth, by 18th January thank you. 

Email: chris.westgarth1@btinternet.com 


